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286 SPECIAL LAWS [Jan., 

[House Joint Resolution No. 195.] 

[111.] 

INCORPORATING THE CITIZEN'S WATER COMPANY OF BRIDGEPORT. 

Resolved by this Assembly: SECTioN 1. That Henry N. Beardsley, 
James Staples, Dr. I. DeVer Warner, E. C. Bassick, Alonzo J. Beardsley, 
Charles B. Hotchkiss, John L. Wessels, B. H. Hull, Charles A. Read, 
D . F. Hollister., Wheeler Beers, William F. Pinkham, Emory F. Strong, 
'Villian1 F. Bishop. John N. Near, William R. Palmer, Frank Arm­
stron~, Benjatnin Root, F. A. Bartram, William R. Hinkley, Charles A. 
I-Iotchkiss, with all sueh persons as may hereafter associate with thern 
for the purpose of supplyin~ pure water for _public, domestic, and manu­
facturing purposes to the town and city of Bridgeport, and the borou~h 
of West Stratford, and town of Fairfield., be and they hereby are incor­
porated under the n~une and style of the Citizens' \Vater Company of 
Bridgeport, and by that natne shall be and hereby are made capable in 
law to have, purchase, receive, possess and enjoy to then1 and their suc­
cessors, lands, tenetnents and hereditaments, goods. chattels, and effects 
of whatever kind and qnality necessary to give etf"ect to the specified 
purposes of said corpor·ation, and tor the accomplislunent of thetr busi­
ness; and the same to grant, use, sell, devise~ and dispose of; and to 
exercise the powers enumerated in section one, chapter three of the pub­
lic acts of 1883 (page 232), and such other rights and powers as belong 
to corporations. 

SEc. 2. The capital stock of said corporation shall be five hundred 
thousand dollars, wtth privilege of increasing the same to the sun1 of 
seven hundred and fifty thousand dollar~, uivided into shares of twe!lty­
fi ve dollars each, which shares shall he deemed personal property, 9lld 

be transferable only on the books of the corporation, as provided by its 
by-laws. 

SEc. 3. The persona natne9 in the first Rection hereof, or a majority 
of thern, shall open books to receive subscriptions for the capital stock of 
said corporation, at snch times and places as they, or a tnajority of thern, 
shall direct, and shall ~ive such notwe of the times and places of opening 
said books as they may deetn reasonable, and shall receive such 8Ubscrip­
tions under snch reg-ulations as they tnay adopt for the purpose; and 
shall have the right and \)ower to reject any subscription or subscriptions 
for stock when they shal deen1 it for the interests of the company so to 
do; and in case an amount not less than one hundred thousand dollars 
shall be sn hscribed, may proceed to the organization of said corporation, 
as hereinafter \wovided. 

SEc. 4. T 1e government and direction of the affairs of said corpora­
tion shall be vested in a board of not less than three nor more than 
seven directors, who shall be chosen by the stockholders of said corpora­
tion, in the manner hereinafter provided. Said dit·eetors shall hold their 
offices till others are dnly elected to take their places ns directors~ and 
the said directors, a rnajority of whorn shall be a qnornm for the trans­
action of business, shall elect one of their nntnber to be pre5ident of the 
board, who shall al~o he president of said corporation, anJ they shall also 
choose a secretary and treasurer. 
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SEC. 5. The persons authorized by the third section of this resolu­
tion to open books of subscription to the capital stock are hereby 
authorized and directed, after the amount required in said section shall 
have been subscribed, to call the first meeting of the stockholders of said 
corporation, in such way and at such time and place as they may 
appoint, for the choice of directors in said corporation ; and the annual 
meetin~ of the stockholders of said company for the choice of directors 
shall be holden at such time and place and upon such notice as said 
company in their by-laws shall prescribe ; and in case it shall so happen 
that an election for directors shall not be made on the day appointed by 
the by-laws of said company, said company shall not for that cause be 
deemed to be dissolved, but such election shall be holden on any day 
which shall be appointed by the directors of said company; and said 
directors shall have power to fill any vacancy in their own number 
which may occur by death, resi~ation, or otherwise. 

SEc. 6. The directors shall have full power to make and prescribe 
such by-laws, rules, and regulations as they shall deem needful and 
proper, touching the disposition and management of the stock, property, 
estate, and effects of said company, not contrary to the laws of this state, 
and of the United States, or the provisions of this act; the transfer of 
shares; the duty and conduct of their officers and servants; also for the 
election and meeting of their directors, and other matters appertaining 
to their business and concerns, and may appoint and employ such officers 
and servants as they shall deem necessary; and the said directors shall 
have power to make and declare dividend or dividends among the stock­
holders from time to time, as the profits and earnings of the business of 
the said cotnpany shall enable ~hem to do. 

SEc. 7. Said company shall have full power, and is hereby author­
i?..ed and empowered to excavate and open the ~round in auy streets, 
Janes, avenues, highways, and public ~rounds, and under or across any 
river or stream, for the purpose of laying down and constructing, or for 
repairing such aqueduct, pipes, or conduits as may be necessary and 
convenient for conducting to and distributinJ! water within the town and 
city of Bridgeport, the boron~h of West Stratford, and the town ot 
Fairfield, as aforesaid ; provided, they put and leave such streets, lanes, 
avenues, highways, and public ~rounds in as ~ood condition as before 
the laying or constructing of such aqueducts, conduits, or other works; 
and proVJ:dtd further, that in c.ase it shall be necessary for the purpose of 
carrying out successfully the business and ohjects contemplated by this 
act to chan~e or alter in any respect the location or grade of any pu hlic 
highway, street or lane, in either of said towns, or in said eit_r, or said 
horongh, then such alteration or change shall be made under the snper­
,.i8ion and to the approval of the selectmen of said town~, or the authori­
ties of said city or said borough ha\·ing the proper jurisdiction, respec­
tivel.Y, of the streets, highways, etc., where and in which any such 
change or alteration shall be tnade ~ and genet·all \', where\·er the streets 
and ·hi~hways shall be opened and exca~atcd it~r the purposes of this 
charter, the same shall be dune under the supervision and to the 
approval of the respective authorities having control and jurisdiction of 
said streets, highways, etc. 

SEc. 8. The said company shall have fu1l and exclusive power, and 
is hereby authorized and empowered, under the provisions of this charter. 
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to build, construct, repair, and maintain snd1 dam or dams across Mill 
river and its tributaries, in the towns of Easton and Fairfield, and to 
construct, repair, and tnaintain such reservoir or reservoirs as they may 
deem expedient or necessary, and to eonstruct, repair, and maintain such 
aqueducts, canals, pipes, and conduits as tnay now or hereafter be 
necessary or convenient, and said cotnpany shall have the right to con­
duct and convey water to such points as they may desire in or near the 
said town and city of Brid~eport, and to the said borough of West 
Stratford and town of Fairfield, and may take, store, conve_y, distribute, 
and deliver the water of such stream or streams therein and therefrom. 
The said company shall be liable to pay all damages which shall be sus­
tained by any person or persons, corporation or corporations, by the 
takin~ of any land or real estate, including riparian and mill rights 
belonging to them. for the purposes contemplated in this resolution; and 
if, at any titne, it shall appear that any da1n~e has occurred, or is likely 
to occnr, to any person or persons, corporation or corporations, by reason 
of taking their land or estate for the purposes contemplated in this act, 
or in the construction of the works of said company, and such persons 
or corporations have not a~reed with said corporation for such dan1a~e, 
land, or estate, the said company, persons, or corporation may apply to 
the superior court for Fairfield county, or to any judge of the superior 
court, who may, by law. jnd~e between the parties, causing reasonable 
notice of such application or such notice thereof as any jud~e of said 
cotwt may prescribe, to be gi\~en to the ad ,·erse party ; and thereupon 
Foaid superior court, or such judge, shall appoint three disinterested, 
judicious persons, who shall, after reasonable notice to the parties, assess 
just dama~es, if any, to the respecth·e owners or persons intere:'ted in 
the premises so required and taken for the purposes of this resolution, 
which assessment shall be in writing, under the hands of said person~, 
and shall be final, and shall be returned with the application to the clerk 
of said superior court, who shall record the satne, and said company 
shall pay to such owner or parties the datnages so assessed, and when so 
pairl ma.v enter upon the prernises and proceed to the construction of 
said works; or, in ense the owners or parties aforesaid cannot then be 
ascertained, and will not accept and receive said datnages, then said 
company shall pay the same within thirty days to the treasurer of the 
county of Fairfield, to be by hin1 paid to snch person or persons as said 
court shall direct. 

SEc. 9. The occupant of any house, tenement, mannfactor~\ or 
building, and any person or corporation who shall take the water of said 
company, shall be liahle for the price, rate, or rent of the snme, and the 
agents of said company intrusted with the superintendence and manage­
ment of the works 1nay. at all rea~m1ahle time::-, enter all premi~es so 
supplied to examine tl1e pipes and tixtnres and }H·e\·ent nny unnecessary 
waste; and if any per~ou shall, without the consent of said company, 
use any of said water, an a<'t.ion 1nay he maintaiucd against such person 
or persons for the reco\·et·y Clf d:una~es t hcrcf4 ,r. 

SEc. 10. If any per=--on or per:'ulls :-;hall wilfully, wantonly, or 
maliciously divert the water, or any part thereof. frotn any of the 
aqueducts, reservoirs, <lam:-;, pipe:-;, streams of watct·, \Vater courses, or 
water sources which f;hall be taken, u:-;ed . ot· conr;trneted by said cotn­
pany, or shall corrupt tlie smue, or reuder it itnpure, or eonuuit any 
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nuisance therein, or shall bathe within the limits which shall be taken or 
prescribed by said con1pany under the provisions of this resolution, or 
shall injure or destroy any aqueduct, dan1, pipe, ret;ervoir, conduit, 
hydrant, gate, machinery, building, structure, or other property held, 
owned, or used by said cotupany by the authority or tor the purpose of 
this resolntion, every such person or per;:;oul'3 sl1all be liable to said cmu­
pany in treble datuages therefor. 

~Ec. 11. If sai<.l company shall neglect or refnse to supply its 
customers or any person or persons or corporation on the lineti of the 
streets where its water tuaius extend, where the proper service pipes 
have been provided by the applicant, with an abundance of pure water 
tor the purposes and uses contetnplated by this resolution, at a reasonable 
rate and price, pay1nent therefor having been made, tendered, or secured 
to said company, any aggrieved person or corporation may apply to the 
superior court tor Fairfield county, which court, after due and reasonable 
notice to said company, shall proceed to hear the complaint of such 
ag~rieved person or corporation, together with the testin1ony in support 
or 1n refutation thereof~ and shall make such order in the premises as 
such court shall deem just and proper, and t::aid cornpany shall cou1ply 
with such order, or in default thereof all its rights and rrtvileges UUdt!r 
this charter shall at once becorne forfeited, and shal determine aud 
cease, and thereupon said court Jnay rnake such order relative to the 
\Vinding up of the business and affairs of said company as said court 
shall deem just and proper, which said order shall be final and conclush·e. 

SEC. 12. It shall be lawful tor said cotnpany to sell and transfer to 
the city of Bridgeport all its rights and properties acquired by and 
under this charter, if and whenever said city shall desire aud Le 
empowered to purchase the same by a vote of the city at a meeting 
le~ally called for such purpose, and if the parties cannot agree as to the 
prtce to be paid therefor, then either party may apply to the superior 
court tor Fairfield county, after giving to the other party reasunauJc 
notice of such application, and said court shall thereupon appoint three 
disinterested freeholders, non-residents of Bridgeport, who shaH appraise 
and value sai<L property and rights of said con1pany, and such appraisal 
shall be final and conclusive, and upon payment or tender of such stHH 
so fixed as the value thereof, said city shall be authorized and ern powered 
at once to enter into possession as tl1e legal and rightful owner thereof. 

SEc. 13. It shall not be lawful, aud said company shall l1ave no 
power, to sell or transfer its property and rights acquired by vil·tue of 
this charter to, or to consolidate with, any other corvoration, except ib 
right to sell to the city as before l)ro,·ided. 

SEC. 14. Said cotnpany shal be, and hereby is, authorized to issue 
its bonds of the face vaJue of not less than one hundred dollars and not 
more than one thousand dollars, bearing interest at a rate of not 1norc 
than six per cent. per annu1n, payable scn1i-annually, to an amount not 
exceeding at any one ti1ne the atnount of cash actually paid in on the 
stock of said company, and in the whole, stock aud bonds, not exceeding 
the amount of capita! authorized by this resolution ; and the clerk uf 
the superior ' court for Fairtield county is hereby authorized and 
empowered and it shall be his duty to supervise the issuing of alJ bond:; 
issued under the provisions of this resolution, and to certifY under hi~ 
hand and seal to the genuineness and legality of their btme, and t, 
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countersign the same before they are negotiated or placed uron the 
market; and for that l?urpose and to that end he shall have fnl power 
and authority to examine all the books and accounts of said company, 
and he shall be entitled to receive the sum of fit\y cents for each and 
every bond so issued which does not exceed the sum of five hundred 
dollars, and one dollar for each and e,~ery bond so issued which is for a 
sum exceeding five hundred and not exceeding one thousand dollflrs, to 
be paid to hirn by said company as such bonds shall be i8sued. Bonds 
when so issued shall be a hen 1n the nature of a first mot·tgage on all 
the rights and property of said company. 

SEc. 15. The said company shall cause to be kept at its office 
proper books of accounts, in which shall be fairly and truly entered all 
the transactions of the company, which said books shall at all times be 
open for the inspection of the stockholders of said company. 

SEC. 16. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed. 

Approved, March 16, 1886. 

[Substitute for House Joint Resolution No. 151.] 

[112.] 

DISCONTINUING THE SIXTH SCHOOL DISTRICT OF TOLLAND. 

Resolved by this Assembly: That school district number six of the 
town of Tolland is hereby discontinued, and all the real estate 110\V 

owned by Sherrnan Babcock, James 'V. G·reen, and Frederick W. New·­
comb, in said district, with all residents upon the same, now or hereafter, 
are annexed to and tnade a part of the ninth school district of the town 
of Willington, and all the re1naining portion of said sixth school district .. 
with all residents upon the saine, now or hereafter, are annexed to and 
made a part of the sixth school district of the town of Mansfield. 

Approved, March 16, 1886. 

[House Joint Resolution No. 190.] 

[113.] 

EXTENDING TIME FOR COMPLETING THE B'C'ILDlNG OF THE NEW YORK AND 
CONNKCTICUT AIR LINE RAILROAD. 

Resolved by this Assembly: That the titne for completing the building 
of The New York and Uonnecticut Air Line Railroad, and for taking 
lands therefor, be extended for the tertn of three years from the twenty­
second day of October, 1S86; provided, however, that nothing herein 
contained shall affect suits now pendincr or be construed as conferring 
any rights on said railroad company whicl1 they do not possess under the 
provisions of the general railroad law, except as to time of co1npletin0' 
the same as herein provided. e-

Approved, March 12, 18Sf). 
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