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necessarily a part of the town they were called upon to share in the

expense of laying out roads in parts of the town removed from

Bridgeport. So, it is not strange that they should think that in return

the town freemen should help in the street improvements within the

limits of the borough. The people of the town failed to harmonize

with the borough upon this proposition, as they believed that every

street in Bridgeport would mean extra expense to the town for repairs

and maintenance. They had sufficient highways for their own use and

they failed to comprehend why the merchants living along the Pequon-

nock should not pay for extra roads from which they would alone

derive profit. The rural population had not yet realized that the

greater the population the greater value their farms would have. In

one way their attitude might be called selfishness and in another ignor

ance of conditions.

The borough owned certain portions of highways which could be

sold according to the provisions of the charter and the proceeds

applied to the purchase of new ones, as had been done in 1807, in the

sale of the public slip at the foot of State Street. There were three

of these slips remaining and the more progressive of the citizens

thought that they should be sold and the funds used to lay out new

highways. Other people believed to the contrary. At the meeting of

May 7, 1818 it was voted to be "expedient to sell the remainder of

the highway east of Water Street between the store of William

DeForest and the wharf of David Minot for the purchasing and

widening of highways." The sale was held and the land bought by

Henry Burr for $502. However, Burr never took possession of the

land, a future record of the court stating that the sale was given up.

In 1818 a tax of seven mills upon the dollar was levied for the

purpose of providing better fire protection. This tax was the first

since the year 1802, when a tax of two cents on the dollar was made.

A committee was later appointed to purchase a fire engine, but beyond

this statement no further facts are available.

In March, 1821, acting on the petition of Isaac Sherman and

others, the burgesses ordered the extension of Middle Street from

Fairfield Avenue to Gold Street.

FIRST WATER PIPES

On September 17, 1822 permission was granted to Reuben

Tweedy, Smith Tweedy and Lemuel Hubbell to place logs or pipes

under the ground for the purpose of carrying water in this borough,
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provided that the public should not be inconvenienced by the breaking

up of the ground. This was the first attempt to supply public water

to the community in places where water was not readily obtainable.

It was the pioneer of the "Bridgeport Golden Hill Aqueduct Com

pany," chartered eleven years later. The sources of supply for this

crude affair were two springs on the south side of Golden Hill. The

first spring was north of Golden Hill Street and west of Hewitt

Street. The other was just east of the Powder House. The pipes,

which were made from logs bored through the center lengthwise, were

laid across the vacant lots to Beaver Street and then connected into

one main. This main followed the north line of Beaver Street to

Main, thence on the west line of Main Street to State, and thence

on the north line of State Street to Water.

MORE HIGHWAYS

The borough officials held a meeting on September 10, 1824, when

the question of naming streets again came up for action. The records

state the results of this meeting as follows:

"Voted, that the following names of streets be offered for accept

ance by the freemen of the borough, viz. :

"That the street commencing south of David Sterling's house

lot on Main Street and running west over Golden Hill be Golden Hill

Street.

"And that the street commencing on State Street west of the house

lot of Widow James Fayerweather and running southerly in front

of the house of Capt. Joel Thorp, said street being three rods wide,

be called Fayette Street.

"And that the street commencing on State Street, laid out three

rods wide by L. Lockwood, Esq., twenty rods west of Fayette Street

and running in a southerly direction through the land of L. Lock-

wood, Esq., be called Lambert Street.

"And that the street three rods wide between the dwelling house

of Jesse Sterling on the north and David B. Nichols on the south,

running west to Broad Street, be called Gilbert Street.

"And that the street commencing opposite the twin houses of Ira

Sherman on Broad Street and running west to Fayette Street, it

being three rods wide, be called Liberty Street.

"And that the street commencing on Beaver Street and running

in a northwesterly direction in front of Samuel C. Kirtland's dwelling

house be called Courtland Street."
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ohue, Ed McCall, Henry G. Libby, P. Fagan, Charles Parrott, P.

Kelly, D. S. Thorp, P. White, George Warner, James Blakesbor-

ough, G. B. Mallory.

In 1894 the office of chief of police was changed to that of super

intendent of police. In 1896 a contract was made with the National

Electric Manufacturing Company of Milford, Conn., for the instal

lation of a police signal system. In 1900 the bicycle department was

added, which has been developed into one of the features of the pres

ent day police force. Now motorcycles are used, whereas at the start

the officer had to do the pedaling. In 1900 the force consisted of a

superintendent, detective-sergeant, captain, lieutenant, three ser

geants, patrol driver, matron and forty-six patrolmen. Headquarters

were in the basement of the city hall, where they remained until the

construction of the $125,000 building on Fairfield Avenue in the year

1900, the same for the accommodation of the police department and

the department of charities. There are also stations in the second,

third and fourth precincts.

Today the police force of the city consists of the following:

Board of police commissioners (four men) ; one superintendent; four

captains; ten lieutenants; fifteen sergeants; nine doormen; one

matron ; one court officer ; two truant officers ; one clerk ; one stenog

rapher; one liquor and dog agent; three chauffeurs; and 183 patrol

men.

WATER AND LIGHTS

Perhaps the first effort to supply water to the people of this

community was made about the year 1818 by Rev. Elijah Waterman,

the pastor of the Congregational Church. He lived on Golden Hill

and owned the entire front of the hill west of his residence as far as

Washington Avenue. On the west end of his property were located

several springs of excellent water, which had been well known to the

Indians when they occupied the land. Other wells of good water

in the village were owned by Robert Linus and Capt. Stephen Bur

roughs. It happened, now, at this time, that vessels coming into the

harbor were often in need of water and consequently expected to obtain

it here. Linus and Burroughs agreed to supply the ships with water,

for a certain price per cask. This seemed to Waterman to be an

unfair method, so he cleared out his springs and deepened them, then

laid wooden pipes, roughly constructed, through Main and Water

streets, ending in a trough on the west side of Main at Cannon

Street. Upon this trough he erected a sign reading "Public Water.".

Vol. I—»
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In 1823 Lewis C. Segee bought out Waterman, enlarged the

springs, and continued to supply "public water" until 1848, when

he sold out to C. B. Hatch of New York City.

The court of burgesses in the old borough, on September 17,

1822, granted permission to Reuben Tweedy, Smith Tweedy and

Lemuel Hubbell to place logs or pipes underground for the purpose

of conveying water in the borough. This was probably the pioneer

Bridgeport Hydraulic Company. At the May session of the Gen

eral Assembly the Bridgeport 'Golden Hill Aqueduct Company was

incorporated. Permission was granted to "Jesse Sterling, Stephen

Hawley, Seth B. Jones, Zilba Northrop, Nickols Northrop, Edwin

Porter and George Kippen, and all such persons as are or may be

from time to time associated with them for the purpose of conduct

ing pure and wholesome water into, in and about the Borough of

Bridgeport by means of subterraneous pipes laid along the streets

of said borough."

On July 6, 1852, T. H. Barnes and others petitioned the council

of the city to blast rocks. This was for the purpose of making a well

or spring, on the south side of Golden Hill. On August 2d it was

"Ordered, That a company to be formed to bring water into the city

have the privilege of laying pipes in the streets of said city under

the direction of the committee on streets." This foretold the forma

tion of a company and not a revival of the Golden Hill Aqueduct

Company. On September 6th it was again "Ordered, That Thad-

deus H. Barnes, Charles R. Hatch, their heirs, executors, adminis

trators and assigns, be and they are, hereby authorized to dig and

excavate in and through the streets of the city for the purpose of

relaying, repairing and extending the pipes connected with their

water works on Golden Hill." The common well had become far

inadequate to supply the needs of the growing Bridgeport and this

attempt to carry water systematically from the Golden Hill Springs

was the first under the city government.

On March 7, 1853, Nathaniel Greene presented a petition to the

council relative to supplying the city with public water. It was

referred to a committee. Greene, who was the agent for the Pequon-

nock Mills, had a year previous to this time advocated a scheme of

pumping water from the pond to a reservoir, thence to conduct it to

the people. This committee on April 18th reported resolutions for

giving the right of supplying water to Joseph Battin and N. C.

Whiting, but the committee of investigation reported unfavorably

to this. The sole right had been given the previous year to T. H.
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Barnes, but the water which his limited springs could give was not

enough for the city. Another proposition was presented by Nathan

iel Greene and also one from N. C. Whiting. The committee reported

on May 5th and recommended that the application of Whiting be

withdrawn and that of Greene be accepted. Greene's proposition

was as follows:

"The undersigned proposes to supply the City of Bridgeport

with an ample supply of pure water in the following manner and

on the following terms and conditions:

"The source of supply is from the Pequonnock River. The water

to be taken from the Factory Pond at the Payne's Mills. The prior

right to draw all the water required for the use of the city from the

pond and its sources shall be conveyed to the water company free

of all encumbrances, and also so much of the land as will be required

for pipes, pumps and an independent steam engine and boilers, also

for a distributing reservoir of about two acres.

"A Cornish engine and boilers shall be set up belonging to the

water company, with pumps complete.

"The factory dam to be straightened in the manner described

by Daniel Marsh in his report to me on file in the office of the city

clerk.

"The waterway is being constructed in the most thorough and

substantial manner of cut granite, laid in hydraulic cement on the,

plan of the Croton Dam, and the whole equally firm and reliable.

"The distributing reservoir is to cover an area of two acres,

divided into two sections. It is to be placed on the hill lying north

west of the factory and belonging to the Payne's Mills. The walls

will be of stone properly laid up and secured by canal puddle, and

the floor of the reservoir will be of stone and cement.

"The main pipe 2 1/3 miles to Beaver Street is to be laid

with twelve and fifteen inch pipe, the remaining portions of the pipe

eight, six and four inches, as may be required by the locality. Dis

tance about seven miles, making in all about nine miles of pipe.

"The head of water being about one hundred and ten feet above

high water, it will insure an abundant supply to all parts of the city,

and in all but the highest parts will throw a jet into the open air of

sixty feet high.

"The water shall be supplied to the city and its inhabitants now

or hereafter at as cheap a rate as any other city shall be supplied by

individuals or private corporations.

"The company will furnish fire hydrants in such places as may
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be directed by the city government, and will keep them in order

and always supplied with water and ready for service, the city paying

the cost of putting down any that are ordered before the line of pipe

upon which they are to be placed are laid. If ordered before the

company will place them and the city shall pay for their use at as

cheap a rate as paid by any other city supplied by individuals or

private corporations.

"The capital is fixed at $160,000 in shares of $25 each, and books

will be opened for citizens to subscribe such amounts as they may

choose, and the city shall have the privilege of taking the stock a';

any time during the first five years by paying an advance of 10 per

cent upon the capital.

"The city shall give me and such persons as I may associate with

me, or any company to be hereafter incorporated, or they may assign

to, the sole and exclusive right subject to the legal rights of any other

person or corporations now existing, of laying down pipes in the

streets, highways and avenues of said city for supplying the city

and inhabitants with water so long as a full and pure supply is fur

nished.

"The streets, highways and avenues, after laying or repairing

pipes, are to be left in as good condition as when broken up.

"The work shall be completed by the first of December next.

"Nathaniel Greene."

It is true that the sole and exclusive right of the Bridgeport

Hydraulic Company to supply the City of Bridgeport with water

and lay their pipes in the streets of the city is predicated upon this

agreement with Nathaniel Greene dated May 5, 1853. Greene's

proposition was accepted with the proviso that he furnish water a.«

agreed, both in quantity and quality. Peter M. Thorpe was presi

dent of this Bridgeport Water Company, with Nathaniel Greene the

"power behind the throne." This constituted the first public water

company m Bridgeport, but like many of the other pioneer enter

prises associated with the city, it was doomed to failure. Much money

was lost by those interested. Bonds to the extent of $90,000 were

issued and, being unable to redeem them, the company was sold out.

A new company came into control of the franchises and works for

a very low sum, still retaining the rights of the old company.

The new owners of the water company organized in the year 1857

under the name of the Bridgeport Hydraulic Company. This name

has been retained until the present time. The policy was changed
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somewhat, which resulted in friction between the company and the

public. Nathaniel Greene still remained a director of the company,

but held no office. The methods of control used by the Hydraulic

Company were not conducive to harmony with the city and repeated

efforts were made by the council to purchase the plant and change it

to municipal ownership. The people were against buying the fran

chise, however, and the sale could never be made. The company also

found difficulty in constructing new reservoirs and keeping their

water supply pure. The main difficulty was to supply enough water

for the increasing needs of the city.

On March 10, 1866, a new company was chartered by the state

legislature and named the Citizens' Water Company. The officers of

this corporation were: I. de V. Warner, president; James Staples,

secretary and treasurer; I. de V. Warner, James Staples, H. A.

Beardsley, D. F. Hollister, H. N. Beardsley, L. P. Warner and P.

T. Barnum, directors. After organizing this new company located

their reservoir and dam on Mill River, in Easton, and immediately

connected the city with their plant. The work of piping and form

ing plans continued until November, 1887, when the company was

consolidated with the Bridgeport Hydraulic Company. P. T. Bar

num had been president of the latter company from 1875 until 1885

and under his capable direction the plant had been improved and

the water supply made more regular. William D. Bishop was the

president of the company at the time of the consolidation. After

the consolidation the work of further improvement began and pro

gressed rapidly. The additions and changes were large and expen

sive. New reservoirs have been constructed from then until the pres

ent day and all the sources of contamination removed. The last

nuisance of this sort was removed in July, 1886, when the water

company purchased the franchise of the Fairchild Paper Mill.

Bridgeport's water is now of excellent quality and is supplied in

great and sufficient quantities ; it has stood the most stringent labora

tory tests and is without disagreeable taste, which is the case with so

many other pure water supplies. The health of the community is

proof of its excellence. The officers of the company in 1916 arc:

DeVer H. Warner, president; Walter S. Wilmot, treasurer; Albert

E. Lavery, secretary; Samuel P. Senior, vice president and engineer.

At the May session of the General Assembly of 1849 "R. B.

Mason, W. P. Burral, Philo Hurd, Hanford Lyon, Horace Nichols

and Henry T. Huggins, with such other persons as shall associate

with them for the purpose," were constituted a corporate body by




