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In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives

of the 13th inst. requesting a detailed account of the disbursement of

the sums appropriated by the acts of the 30 ih April, 1818, and of the

3d March, 1819, for making certain improvements in the grounds

connected with the Public Offices and the President's House, I trans-

mil a report from the Commissioner of the Public Buildings, which

contains the information desired.

JAMES MONROE.

WASHINGTON, i 'ith April. 1824.



OffICE 0* COMMISSIONER OF I* HUT, HI IlriI.m\GS,

April VJth, 1824.

%

SIR: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives,

passed the 13th instant, requesting the President of the United States

to cause to be laid before that House a detailed account of the manner

in which the nine thousand one hundred and twenty-five dollars have

been disbursed, which were appropriated by the act of the 3d of

Marcli, 1819, for purchasing a lot of land, and for constructing pipes

for supplying the Executive Offices and President's House with wa

ter; also, a detailed account of the manner in which the ten thousand

dollars have been expended, which were appropriated by the act of

the 36th April, 1818, for graduating and improving the President's

Square, I have the honor to state, that the proprietor of the lot of

land, proposed to be purchased, by demanding what was considered

a most exorbitant price, prevented the act, first abovementioned,

from being carried into effect, and no disbursements took place under .

it That, of the sum appropriated for graduating and improving

the President's Square, nine thousand eight hundred and sixty-one

dollars and sixty-four cents were expended, on those objects, by the

late Commissioner, and an account and vouchers for the expenditure

returned to the Treasury, UM abstract of which, marked A, is enclosed.

I have the honor to remain,

Your most obedient servant,

J. ELGAR,

Commissioner of Public Building}-

The PRESIDENT of the United States.
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