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Read, and laid upon the table . 

• 

Ho. OP REPs. 

~ir. CRAIG, of Virginia; frorri the Committ~e ~n Interi~al In~pro~·em~~t~, it 
which the subject n~d been referred, made the following 

REPORT: 
l.. :tl . • .; . . • . 

The Committee on Intenia1 ITiiprovements, to whom ~3:s t~ferred the le~-
ter of l\1r. Skinner, on the subject of a central basin in the city of 'Vashing­
ton, have had the same under consideration, and beg leave; respectfully; td 
express their concurrence in opinion ,,•ith the Committee on the District .of 
Columbia, to whom the same subject was; heretofore, referred, that the prd­
]JO~ecl work is of such importance, on account of the tendency it will have to 
enhance the value of the adJacent public lots, and the accommodation it will 
afford to the commercial action of the city of Washington, in addition to its 
ornamental effects, as, in the opinion of this committee, will justify~ survey 
a.ncl estimate. This survey and estimate can, as this committee believe, be 
accomplished by the Board of Internal Improvements, under the direction of 
the President, without any special appropriation being made to that object. 
They, therefore, l'ccommend the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the basin and other improvements, contemplated in the_ 
plan of J\·lr. Skir.ncr, are of such importance to the public; as well as to the 
city of \Vashington, as to merit a survey and examint1tion. And that . the· 
President of the United States be, and he is hereby, r~quested to procure 
the same to be made, by the Board of Engineers, under the direction of the 
Secretary of War, and to cause a report thereof, together with an estimate 
of the cost} to be laid ~fore Congress, as early as may be at their next 
sEtssion. 




