
1873.—Chapter 197. 611

legal voters of the city of ^Vorcester, present and voting

thereon by ballot, at the next municipal election.

Approved April 15, 1873.

Ax Act for supplying south adams with pure avater. (JJi, 197.
Be it enacted, &c., as follows :

Section 1. The South Adams fire district is author- south Adams to

ized, by and through the agency of five commissioners, to pu^e^vater.^'

be appointed in the manner hereinafter provided, to take,

hold and convey to, into and through the villages of

Cheshire Harbor, Arnoldsville, JNIaple Grove and South

Adams, the water of Bassett's brook, so called, in the

town of Cheshire, and the waters which may flow into or

from the same, and any water rights connected therewith

;

and said district may also take and hold, by purchase or

otherwise, any real estate necessary for laying and main-

taining aqueducts for conducting, discharging, disposing

of and distributing water and for forming reservoirs, and
may take and hold any land on or near said brook, so far

as may be necessary for the preservation and purity of the

water therein, and for furnishing a supply of water to the

villages aforesaid, and for public purposes.

Section 2. The said tire district may, through the rire district may

same agency, make and build one or more permanent and er^'o'it an'd^

aqueducts from the brook aforesaid to, into and through maintain dams.

the said villages, by any works suitable therefor ; may
erect and maintain dams to raise and retain the water
therein ; may make and maintain reservoirs, within and
without the limits of said district ; may make and establish

public fountains and such public hydrants in such places

as may from time to time be deemed proper ; may prescribe

the purposes for which they may be used, and may change
or discontinue the same ; may distribute the water through
said villages and establish the prices or rents to be paid

therefor ; and the said district may, for the purposes
aforesaid, carrj^ and conduct any aqueducts, pipes or other

works, by them to be made, laid or constructed, over or

mider any water-course or railroad, and over or under or

along any street, highway or other way, in such manner
as not to obstruct or impede travel thereon; and may May dig up

enter upon and dig up any such road, street or way, for pi^rpoL^oViay.

the purpose of laying down pipes beneath the surface "^^ '^°^ p'I"^^'

thereof, and for maintaining and repairing the same, and
may do any other things necessary and proper in execut-

ing the purposes of this act.
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Section 3. Five commissioners shall be chosen by the

said fire district by ballot, who shall, during their continu-

ance in office, execute, superuitend and direct the per-

formance and execution of all the works, matters and
things mentioned in the preceding sections, and which are

not specially otherwise provided for in this act ; they shall

be subject to such ordhiances, rules and regulations in the

execution of their said trust as the said district may from
time to time ordain and establish, not inconsistent with

the provisions of this act and the laws of this Common-
wealth ; they shall respectively hold their said offices for

the term of three years next after their appointment,

unless the works aforesaid shall be sooner completed ; but

they, or either of them, after having had an opportunity

to be heard in their or his defence, may be removed at any
time by vote of two-thirds of the voters present at any

legal meeting of the district ; and in case of a vacancy in

the board by death, resignation or removal, such vacancy

may be filled by the appointment of another commissioner

in manner aforesaid, who shall hold his office for the

residue of the three years, with all the powers, and

subject to the restrictions aforesaid. A major part of said

commissioners shall be a quorum to do business ; they

shall once a year, and whenever required by a vote of the

said district, make and present in writing a full and
particular statement of all their acts and doings, and of

the condition and progress of the works aforesaid.

Section 4. The said district shall establish the sala-

ries to be paid to the commissioners for their serviQCS, and
the said salaries so established shall not be altered during

their continuance in said office.

Sectiox 5. "Whenever the office of said commissioners

shall cease, either by the expiration of said term of three

years or by the completion of the works as mentioned in

the foregoing sections of this act, all the rights, powers

and authority given to the said fire district by this act,

shall then and thenceforth be exercised by the said fire

district, subject to the duties, liabilities and restrictions

herein contained, in such manner and by such officers and

assents as the said district shall from time to time ordain

and direct.

Section 6. The said district shall be liable to pay all

damages sustained by any person or corporations in their

property by the taking of any lands, water or water-rights,
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or by the construction of any aqueducts or other "works

for the purposes aforesaid. If any person or corporation

sustaining damages as aforesaid, cannot agree with the

said commissioners upon the amount of such damages,
they may have them assessed in the manner provided by
law with respect to land taken for highways ; but no
application shall be made to the county commissioners for

the assessment of damages for the taking of water-rights

until the water is actually taken and diverted by said

district. Any person whose water-rights are thus taken

or affected may apply as aforesaid, within three years

from the time the water is actually withdrawn or diverted,

and not thereafterwards.

Section 7. For the purpose of defraying the ex- Townmayiesue

penses which may be incurred by the said district in wa°terVcrip™*

carrying into eflect the powers granted by this act, the $^5^,000.^'^^

town of Adams may issue from time to time, notes, scrip

or certificates of debt, to be denominated on the face

thereof, "South Adams Water Scrip," to an amount not

exceeding one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars,

and bearing interest not exceeding six per centum per

annum ; said interest shall be payable semi-annually, and
the principal shall be payable at periods not more than
twenty years from the issue of said notes, scrip or

certificates respectively. AH notes, scrip and certificates xotestobe

of debt issued as aforesaid shall be signed by the treas- trfaeurer.*"^^

urer of said town, and countersigned by the chairman of

the selectmen, and a record of all such scrip and cer-

tificates shall be made and kept by the said treasurer.

The town of Adams may loan said notes, scrip or cer-

tificates to the South Adams fire district upon such terms
and conditions as may be by said town prescribed ; and
the said district may sell the same or any j^art thereof

from time to time, or pledge the same for money borrowed
for the purpose aforesaid, at such rates and upon such
terms as said fire district shall deem proper.

Section 8. The town of Adams may assess and
fo?"^"''e^to^

collect upon the estates, real and personal, in said fire principal and m-

district, all taxes necessary to pay the principal and
interest of the notes, scrip and certificates issued and
loaned as aforesaid.

Section 9. The commissioners aforesaid shall within Description of

six months from the time of taking any lands, springs or Irbl'tHedin^^

brooks, as before provided, file in the registry of deeds i^'^y of deeds.
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for the northern district of the county of Berkshire, an
accun ti description of the hmds, springs or brooks so
taken, and a statement of the purpose for which the same are
taken, signed by said commissioners. And said commis-
sioners shall, upon the written request of any person
whose lands, springs or brooks are so taken, furnish him
with an accurate description of the same.

Sectiox 10. If any person shall use any of the said

water, without the consent of the said district, an action

of tort may be maintained by the inhabitants of said

district for the recovery of damages 'therefor; and if any
person shall wantonly or maliciously divert the water or
any part thereof of any springs or brooks or water-
courses which shall be taken by said district pursuant to

the provisions of this act, or shall corrupt the same or
render it impure, or destroy or injure any dam, reservoir,

aqueduct, pipe, conduit, hj'drant, machinery or other
works or property held, owned or used by said district,

by the authority and for the purposes of this act, every
such person shall forfeit and pay to said district three

times the amount of the damages that shall be assessed

therefor in an action of tort in the name of the inhabit-

ants of said district; and any such person, on convic-

tion of either of the wanton or malicious acts aforesaid,

may also be punished with fine not exceeding three

hundred dollars, or imprisonment not exceeding one
year.

Section 11. A legal meeting of the voters of said

fire district shall be called within sixty days from the

passage of this act for the purpose of having said voters

give in their written votes on the question whether they
will accept the provisions of this act, and if the major
part of the votes given upon said question shall be in the

affirmative, the result of said vote shall forthwith be
certified by the proper officer of said district to the select-

men of the town of Adams ; and the said selectmen shall,

within two months thereafter, warn a meeting of the

voters of said town for the purpose of having said voters

give in their written votes upon the question whether they

will accept this act, and if the major part of the votes

given at said meeting, upon said question, shall be in the

affirmative, then this act shall be binding, otherwise it

shall be null and void.

Section 12. The fire district mentioned in this act is

made and declared to be a body corporate, so far as to
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take and hold property for the purposes mentioned in this and defend ac

act, and to prosecute and defend in all actions relating to

the i^roperty and aifairs of said district.

Section 13. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 15, 1873.

An Act to authorize the fall river, warren and providence fiT -t qq
RAILROAD COMPANY TO MORTGAGE ITS RAILROAD, AND FOR OTHER ^''" -L'^^'

PURPOSES.

Be it enacted, <£c., asfolloics:

Section 1. The Fall River, Warren and Providence May issue bonds

Eailroad Company, for the purpose of paying the debt ssoo^oooatseven

created by the construction of its railroad and for other per cent, inter-

purposes, may issue bonds or other obligations for an
amount not exceeding three hundred thousand dollars, and
at a rate of interest not exceeding seven per centum per
annum, and may secure said bonds or other obligations by
a mortgage upon its railroad franchise and property

;

provided, however, that no such bonds or obligations Proviso,

issued, or mortgage made, by said company under this

act shall be valid or take effect until all the bonds or other
obligations secured by the mortgage heretofore made by '

said company, under the authority conferred by chapter
fifty-one of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
sixty-five, have been cancelled and surrendered to said
corporation.

Section 2. The Boston and Providence Railroad Boston and

Corporation and the Old Colony Railroad Company, or oidCo™ny?aii.

either of them, may guarantee, or may purchase and ameeSS
hold the bonds or other obligations authorized to be ^oi'i^tock.

issued under this act, or any portion thereof; and may
likewise purchase and hold, or have held for their benefit,

any shares in the capital stock of the said Fall River,
Warren and Providence Railroad Company, and of the
Providence, Warren and Bristol Railroad Company

:

provided, such purchase shall be duly authorized by vote Proviso.

of the stockholders of the corporation or corporations
making the same.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 15, 1873.

An Act to authorize the commissioners on the west boston /^7, IQQ
AND CRAGIE or CANAL BlUDGES TO RECONSTRUCT AND WIDEN
CRAGIE OR CANAL BRIDGE.

Be it ejiacted, &c., as follows :

Section 1. The commissioners on the West Boston Commissioners

and Cragie or Canal Bridges may build a new bridge in newbrTdg!
may construct

eorre-


