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Sec. 24, Class 11. For constructing, owning or

operating telegraph or telephone lines in this state,
Telearaph Huts K J? 9 f , a, r .. .. .'

where the principal omce ot said corporation is

located in this state.

Sec 2. And be it enacted, That a new section be

and is hereby added to said above described act, to
addcSr *cc""n follow section one hundred and thirty-six, and to be

numbered one hundred and thirty-six A, and to read

as follows:

Sec. 136A. The provisions of the preceding sec

tions, numbered one hundred and twenty-seven to one

i.hhuelrcompT hundred and thirty-six inclusive, in relation to tele-

graph companies, shall likewise apply to and have full

force and effect in respect to telephone companies cre

ated under the provisions of this act.

Sec. 3. And be it enacted, That this act shall take

Kffcctive. effect from the date of its passage.

Approved April 8, 1884.

Chapter 361.

AN ACT to provide for the purchase or erection of

water-works in the town of Frostburg, in Allegany

county, and to authorize the Mayor and Council-

men of said town to issue bonds to pay the cost

thereof.

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly

of Maryland, That for the purpose of furnishing the

inhabitants of the town of Frostburg, in Allegany

county, with an adequate supply of good water, the

mayor and councilmen of said town are hereby author

ized and empowered to issue coupon bonds of said town

to an amount not exceeding thirty-five thousand dol

lars, which said bonds shall be signed by the mayor and

clerk of said town and attested with the corporate sea I

thereof, and shall be denominated " Frostburg water

bonds," and bear interest not exceeding six per cent.

per annum, payable semi-annually, to be issued in

denominations not exceeding five hundred dollars, and

to be payable at a time not exceeding thirty years
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after their date, and redeemable at the pleasure of the

corporation at any time after five years from their

date.

Sec. 2. And be it enacted, That the mayor and

councilmen of Frostburg- are hereby authorized and

empowered to levy and collect a special tax on the as- usxy tax.

sessable property of said town sufficient to meet the

interest on said bonds, and to provide a sinking fund

for the redemption thereof at maturity.

Sec. 3. And be it enacted, That said mayor and

councilmen are hereby authorized and empowered,

after they shall have prepared and signed said bonds,

to deliver, them to the commissioners named in the
next succeeding section of this act, to be by them held dispow<uTr. °w

in trust and sold and disposed of to raise money to

carry into effect the provisions of this act, and said

commissioners are hereby fully authorized and empow

ered to make sale thereof at not less than the par value

thereof, and to hold the proceeds of such sale for the

purposes of this act, ana after executing the powers

vested in them hereby, they shall make full report of

their transactions to the mayor and council, showing' a^^0^i,^[°S^ir^[.,!

all their receipts and disbursements, and all bonds re- menU-

maining in their hands unsold shall be delivered to

said mayor and council to be canceled, and any monies

remaining in their hands shall be paid into the treasury

of said town.

Seo. 4. And be it enacted; That Adam E. Hitchins,

William R. Percy, Marx Wineland, J. Benson Oder,

Thomas G McCulloh, Owen England, James Kane, Appointed

Owen Hitchins, L. M. Gorsuch, C. Melvin McCulloh commtsaiom-rs.

and Frank C. Beall be and are hereby appointed com

missioners, for the purpose of carrying the provisions

of this act into operation, with power vested in them,

or a majority of them, to purchase the water-works

now in existence in said town of Frostburg and owned

by the Frostburg Water Company, and to improve,

increase, extend and enlarge the same, or, in the dis

cretion of said commissioners, or a majority of them,

to build and erect new water-works for said town, and

for either of said purposes, they, or a majority of them,

shall have power from time to time, to contract for, Power to con-

purchase in fee simple or lease for a term of years, tr*ct' *c-

in the name of said corporation, any land, real estate,

spring, brook, water and water course, and also the

right to use and occupy forever, or for a term of years,
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any land, real estate, spring, brook or water course

which they may deem expedient and necessary for the

purpose of furnishing said town with water: and also

the right to enter, pass through from time to time, as

occasion may require, and to use and occupy the said

lands through which they may deem it necessary to

vested with convey said water; and they are hereby vested with

Il-e neccsearyr all the rights and powers necessary for the introduc

tion of water into said town ; and in case of the death,

resignation, removal or refusal to act of any or either

of said commissioners, the members of said commis

sion who shall act in the premises, or a majority of

them, are hereby authorized and required to fill such

vacancy or vacancies from among the resident* of said

town.

Sec. 5. And be it enacted, That said commis

sioners, or a majority of them, are hereby authorized

to agree with the owner or owners thereof for the

Imrchase of any land, real or leasehold estate, spring,

>rook, water or water course, earth, timber, stone or

<ih^'iand pnr o^1er material which they may need or require in the

' building, extending or improving of said water-works,

and to make any such purchase for such price as may be

so agreed upon ; and the title to any such land, real or

leasehold estate, spring, brook, water or water course,

earth, timber, stone or other materials shall vest in the

mayor and councilman of said town.

Sue. (i. And be it enacted, That said commissioners,

or a majority of them, are hereby authorized to contract

with any person or persons for the furnishing of any

machinery, water pipes or other material necessary to

be used in the building, extending or improving said

water-works in said town, and are also authorized to

make all necessary and proper contracts with any person

contract for or persons for furnishing labor for said purposes, and

machinery, la- may, in their discretion, let out the whole of said work
bor *c. i , i

to such contractor or number ot contractors as they

may deem best, or may hire and employ workmen by

the day, and purchase material in such greater or

lesser quantities as they may deem most conducive to

the interests of the town, and they are authorized and

empowered to employ one or more competent engi

neers, superintendents and foremen to lay out, superin

tend and supervise said work.

Sec. 7. And be it enacted, That if said commis

sioners, or a majority of them, cannot agree with the
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owner or owners of any real or leasehold estate, spring,

brook, water or water course, earth, timber, stone or

other materials, or with the owner or owners of any

lands or leasehold estate through which they may find agreement-

it necessary to have a right of entry or passage for the

purpose of conveying water into said town, or if the

owner of such real or leasehold estate, spring, brook,

water or water course, earth, timber, stone or other ma

terial are under any disability or incapacity to contract,

or absent from the county, or unknown, it shall be lawful

for said commissioners, or a majority of them, to apply

to any justice of the peace of Allegany county, who

shall thereupon issue his summons under his hand and

seal, directed to the sheriff of said county, requiring

him to summon a jury of twenty inhabitants of said summon jnry

county, not interested in the property to be valued, i° condemn-

to meet on or near the land or other property to bo

valued, on a day named in said summons, not less than

fifteen nor more than thirty days after the issuing of

the same, for the purpose of condemning such property.

Seo. 8. And be it enacted, That if, at the time named

in said summons, any of said jurors summoned do not

attend the sheriff shall immediately summon as many summon more

jurors as may be necessary with the jurors in attend- jurors-

ance to make up the full number of twenty jurors,

and from them each party or his agent, or if either bo

not present in person or by agent, the sheriff, for him,

may strike off four jurors, and the remaining twelve

jurors shall act as the jury of inquest of damages ; and

the said sheriff shall, before the said jury shall pro

ceed to act, administer to each of them an oath that oatnfdmlnlMer

they will justly and impartially value the damages

which the owner will sustain by the use or occupation

of the property required by said corporation.

Sec. 9. And be it enacted, That said jury shall have

power to summon such witnesses as the parties may - .

require, and examine them on oath in relation to the ution to vaine!

value of the property to be condemned, and having

viewed the property to be condemned and heard said

testimony they shall, without delay, ascertain and

determine the compensation which ought to be made

by said corporation to the party owning or being in

terested in said property to be condemned, and shall

thereupon reduce their inquisition to writing, and sign

and seal the same, and it shall then be returned by

the sheriff to the clerk of the circuit court for Allegany
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Kilo inquisition

l>c»oribe prop
erty and bounds

AU acts neces
sary.

Pass proper or
dinances.

Unlawful.

county, and shall be filed by the clerk of said court,

and shall be confirmed by said court at the term next

succeeding the filing thereof with said clerk, unless

sufficient cause to the contrary be shown, and when

comfirmed, shall be recorded by said clerk at the cost

of said corporation, and if any objections be filed to

such confirmation, they shall stand for hearing within

the first ten days of the first term of court after said

inquisition is returned, and if said inquisition is set

aside, said court may direct another inquisition to issue

as is practiced in other condemnation cases.

Sec. 10. And be it enacted, That every such inqui

sition shall describe the property taken, and the

bounds of the lands condemned, and the quantity or

duration of the interest condemned for the corpor

ation, and such valuation, when paid or tendered to

the owner of said property, or his attorneys, shall en

title said corporation to the estate and property so

valued as fully as if the same had been conveyed by

the owner thereof.

Sec. 1 1 . And be it enacted, That the commissioners

hereinbefore named, or a majority of them, are hereby

authorized and empowered to do all acts necessary

and proper to the carrying out of the provisions of this

act, whether such powers are specifically herein men

tioned or not, and the mayor and councilmen of said

town are hereby authorized and empowered to pass

all ordinances necessary or proper upon their part to

the carrying out of the provisions hereof, and any cor

poration owning any rights, privileges, property or

franchises necessary or proper to be purchased by said

commissioners, in order to carry this act into effect, is

hereby authorized and empowered to sell and dispose

of, grant and convey, such rights, privileges, property

or franchises to said commissioners for said mayor and

councilmen of Frostburg.

Seo. 12. And be it enacted, That it shall be unlaw

ful for any person or persons to wilfully pollute any

stream, brook, spring, reservoir, water course or other

source, or means of water supply of said town, through

the works so built, erected, purchased or improved by

the commissioners under this act, by throwing any

dead animal or other impure substance into the same,

or by swimming, bathing or washing themselves, or

by washing clothes or the skins of dead animals, or

any other impure thing therein, or by committing
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Vest title in

any nuisance in or so near said water as to pollute the

same ; and it shall also be unlawful for any person to

designedly injure the said water-works or any part

thereof, or obstruct the passage of water therein ; and

it shall further be unlawful for any person, not being

a water renter at the time, to meddle with the water

in said water-works, or with the pipes, hydrants or

other parts thereof ; and any person offending against penalty.

any of the provisions of this section shall be liable to

a fine of not less than five nor more than fifty dollars

for each offense, to be recovered by the mayor and

council of said town, before a justice of the peace, as

other fines are recoverable.

Sec. 13. And be it enacted, That the title of said

water works, and all lands, estates, water-ways, conduit

pipes, machinery, and all other part or parts thereof the mayor and

whatsoever, and all property belonging or pertaining

thereto, shall, on the completion thereof, vest in the

mayor and councilmen of said town.

Seo. 14. And be it enacted, That the persons named

in section four of this act shall continue, after the com

pletion of said works, to act as a commission for the

care and management of said works, to be known as

the " Water Commissioners of Frostburg," and as such

shall have possession of and full control over said

works with authority to employ such superintendents,

collectors, workmen, servants and other employe's as

may be necessary or proper to carry on the same, and

to purchase all supplies and materials needed in con

ducting the same, and with power to provide rules and

regulations for supplying citizens of said town with

water, and to fix and establish, and, from time to time,

to alter and amend, a schedule of rates or charges to

be made and collected for the use of said water, and

to collect said charges (which are hereby made a lien

on the real estate upon which said water is furnished)

and out of the moneys so collected to provide for the

payment of the expenses of running said works; pro

vided, that in all suits or actions proper or necessary

to be brought for injury or damage to said works, or

for the collection of water rents, such suits shall be

brought in the name of the mayor and councilmen of

said town, and said water commissioners are empow

ered to use the name of said corporation in bringing

the same ; and provided further, that said water com

missioners are hereby authorized, empowered and re-

Persons con-
tinne.

Full control.

In case of suit*
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quired to make suitable provision for the protection

Provide lire ot tne property in said town from fire, by providing

pin^-s. an ample number of fire-plugs or public hydrants

properly adapted to the purpose and conveniently

situated for use.

Sec. 15. And be it enacted, That said water com-

Keep account missioners are hereby required to keep an accurate

of receipt.. nnd account of their receipts and disbursements in con-

ducting said works, and to render a report thereof an

nually to the mayor and councilmen of said town, and

if at the end of any fiscal year there shall remain in

their hands a surplus of receipts after paying all ex

penses, such surplus shall be paid into the treasury of

said town for the general purposes thereof; and if

there shall in any year or years be a deficiency or fail

ure of receipts to meet expenses, the mayor and conn-

tilmen of said town are authorized, directed and re

quired to levy the same as other taxes are now levied

upon the assessable property of said town, and to col

lect the same and pay it over to said water commis-

Limit to borrow sioncrs ; and for the purpose of meeting any immedi

ate demands, the said water commissioners are author

ized from time to time to borrow money in sums not

exceeding one thousand dollars, and to pledge the

credit of said town for the repayment of the same.

Sec. 16. And be it enacted, That said water coin-

No compensa- missioners shall serve without compensation, and shall

not become bidders for the doing of any work, or fur

nishing of any supplies required to be done or fur

nished in the erection, extension or improvement of

said water-works, or the conducting of the same when

completed, nor shall they, or any of them, be inter

ested directly or indirectly in any contract made with

said board for the doing of work for or furnishing of

supplies to said board ; provided, however, that said

board may appoint a person, who may or may not be one

of themselves, as secretary and treasurer of said board,

whose duty it shall be to keep a correct record of the

receipts and disbursements aforesaid, and to receive

all sums of money due and owing said board, and to

n pay the same out upon the order of said board, or a

kan.' ' majority thereof, upon written draft or order signed

by the president of said board (which president shall

be elected by said board from amongst their own

number, at the time of their organization, and annu

ally thereafter), and it shall also be the duty of such

tion

Appoint secre
tary.
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secretary and treasurer to keep a correct record of all

proceedings of said board, and to safely keep and pre

serve all books, papers and other moveable property

connected with, or belonging to said works, and the

said board are authorized to pay such secretary and

treasurer a reasonable compensation for his services,

and to take from him a bond in such penalty as they Take bond.

may deem proper, conditioned for the faithful discharge

of his duties, such bond to be payable to the mayor

and councilinen of said town.

Seo. 17. And be it enacted, That it shall be the

duty of the mayor and councihnen of said town of

Frostburg, at a special election to be provided by them

by ordinance, to submit to the qualified voters of said
town the question as to whether, or not, water-works ter". m '°Y°

shall be purchased or built for said town under this

act, and at such election the ballots cast upon said

question shall bear the words " For water-works," or

"Against water-works," as the voter shall desire, and if

more than three-fifths of the votes cast upon said ques

tion shall be " For water-works," then the mayor and

councihnen of said town, and the commissioners named

in section four of this act, shall proceed, without delay,

to execute the powers vested in them by the provisions

of this act ; but if two-fifths or more of the votes cast

upon said question shall be "against water-works," Not execute-

then said mayor and councihnen and said commission

ers shall not execute any of the powers vested in them

by this act; and it shall be the duty of said mayor

and councilmen to give at least thirty days' notice of Glvt> nollce-

the time and place of said special election by weekly

publication in some newspaper printed in said town,

and by handbills; and they are hereby authorized

to appoint three judges and two clerks to act aa

such at said election, and to provide for receiving a

certificate of the result thereof; and at least ten days'

before said election is held they shall cause this act to 1>obli*h act-

be published in some newspaper printed in said town.

Sec. 16. And be it enacted, That this act shall take Effective-

effect from the date of its passage.

Approved April 8, 1884.




