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investigation of the water supply and all points in connec

tion with this important matter, which was called to the

attention of the navy department by Rear Admiral Jo

seph \V. Oman, U. S. N., commandant of the Second Na

val District. Civil Engineer Samuel Gordon, U. S. N.,

public works officer of the Second Naval District, made ex

haustive reports to the commandant of the district and

for some time Admiral Oman has given this matter much

serious consideration, as the supply of water here is re

garded as inadequate to supply the demand which will be

created when the large force of enlisted men comes to the

Training Station. It looks now as if the navy would

supply its own water from Stafford Pond, Almy Pond or

elsewhere."

A Successful Public Utility

The municipal water department of New Brunswick,

X. _].. makes a highly satisfactory showing for the past

year. according to the report presented by Commissioner

Frank A. Connelly. The two principal factors of ex

pense in the department are coal and pipe. During 1918

the department paid $8.50 per ton, an increase of $4.28 per

ton in three years. Labor, too, has increased, the men re

ceiving over double what was the former wage. Capable

laborers are now receiving forty to forty—five cents an

hour, instead of the twenty-cent wage of pre-war years.

.The department has about twenty laborers now, and all

are receiving this wage.

In the three and one-half years under commission rule.

more improvements have been made to the water works

than in any like period in the history of the city, and yet the

revenue derived has been larger than at any other time.

Among the improvements made to the water works has

been the erection of a modern filtration plant, the erection

of a dam at Weston’s Mills, the enlarging of the boiler

room and the installation of a boiler at the pumping sta

tion. the purchase of reserve pumps and the installation

of a new set of pumps at the pumping station; also a stand

pipe.

Notwithstanding the 100 per cent. increase in the run

ning of the department since 1915, $30,000 was turned

over to the city treasurer on December 31, as the net

profit of the department for I918. The one additional ex—

pense of the department is the operation of the filter plant.

The cost of operating this plant per annum is approxi

mately $40000. The two big items of expense are for

chemicals and electrical energy at the filter. It costs the

city $18,000 per year for electrical energy to operate the

filter and the same amount for chemicals used in the treat

ment of the water. Seven men are employed at the plant,

and the pay-roll amounts to approximately $7,800.

1 Water Department Has a Successful Year

The report of the water commissioners of VVestfield,

Mass. shows the close of a most successful year, both in

growth and' infinancial condition. During the year which

has just passed» the increase in the number of gallons

consumed was approximately one-fifth the increase of

the previous year, which was most unusual. and the in

crease for the last year in figures was 25,000,000 gallons.

It is figured that the daily consumption to each tap is

920 gallons, with an average of 110 to each inhabitant of

Westfield’s 21,000. During the year the department ne

gotiated the purchase of the Moore farm in Montgomery,

and arranged for the purchase of 120 acres on the Gran

ville watershed, which was held up until the title search

could be completed. The several thousand pine seedlings

which were set out by the department a year ago are

showing evidence of the blight on their tops,and no more

trees of this variety will be set out until the blight is

exterminated from this. region. The financial report

shows that the receipts of the departments amounted to

$66,714.03, including $11,054.73 balance carried forward,

$54,051.15 from water sales and $1,608.15 from miscellan

eous sales. ,

The department turned over $35,000 to the town,

which was its biggest item of expense; $5,750.06 went for

land and engineering; $1,041.41 for cleaning, taxes, etc.;

$7,154.47 for distributing system; and $6037.23 for ad

ministration, which included‘ salaries. There was a cash

balance of $11.730.03. There are still many water rents

to be collected.

Takes Charge Trident Boston Office

William H. McGarry, jr., who has just been released

from service by the Navy Dept, has been appointed in charge

of the Eastern New

England territory-—

comprising Eastern

Massachusetts a n d

Maine—of the Nep

tune Meter Com

pany, 50 East 42nd

Street, New York

City. He was for

merly in charge of

territory of the

South and Middle

\Yest for the same

company. Mr. Mc

Garry enlisted in the

United States Navy

in the early part of

1917, and was as

signed to the trans

port service. He

was on board the

Transport President

  

William H. McGarry, Jr.

Lincoln, when she was attacked and sunk by a German

U-boat. with the loss of several lives. Mr. McGarry was

rescued after undergoing many hardships.

San Jose, Cal., Water Department

A creek and wells are the sources of the water supply of

San Jose, Cal., distant 20 miles. The wells are 25 in num

ber. varying from 6 to 20 inches in diameter and from 100

to 1,750 feet in depth. A gravity system is used and six

pumping engines are employed, steam-horizontal and elec

tric-centrifugal in type, made by the Holly Manufacturing

Company, Byron Jackson, Krogh Manufacturing Company

and the Bean Spray Pump Company. A 14,000,000 gallon

distributing system is supplied from an impounding reser

voir located 7 miles from the business center, which has a

capacity of 300,000,000 gallons. Four tubular boilers of

500 horse power are used. Liquid chlorine is the sterilizing

agent employed. One hundred and ninety-six miles of

cast iron mains are laid to supply the population of 45,000.

There are 13,209 taps installed, of which 8,815 are metered.

the types used being Crown. Empire and Nash. They cost

$3 to $3.25 to set. exclusive of meters. Of hydrants, 477

are in service, of Corey, Matthews and San José patterns.

Garrett and Co. and the Crane Company were the makers of

the 1.908 valves in use. There is a fire pressure of 60

pounds, the same as the domestic. The daily pumpage is

2,000.000 gallons and the average per capita daily consump

tion, 100 gallons. with an average pumping cost of two cents

per gallon. The San José \Vaterworks Company owns the

plant, with Joseph R. Ryland as president. O. S. Ralph is

superintendent of the waterworks and A. W'. Hess chief

engineer of the pumping plant.


