BOARD OF ALDERMEN.
————
REGULAR MEGTING AT THE CITY
JALL LAST EVENING,

Reports of Commlitices on Street
Lamps amwd sSidewnilks—Alderman
Biter's Steport on the Coutract
With the Water Company Adverso
to the Nlgning of the Agrecment
—Lt is Referred Back to the Al-
aerman With New Jostauctions—
Reports of City Oflicers—The New
rire iouse—A Lonn Not to E
coed B7.300 Authiorized to be Ne-
wotinted at the Hank of Cali-
tornta.

PThere was a regular meeting of the
board of aldermen at the city hall, D
street, last eoveming at 7:30 o'clock,
Mayor Brlkuap presiding. Present—Alder-
men Comstoek, Biter, Rawlings and Ken-
nedy, and Clerk Mackay. The minutes of
. the last regular meeting were read and
! approved.

PETITIONS,

A petition was reeetved from citizens
reciding on North Stewart street asking
that a lamp bo erected at the corner of
said street and Bonanzs street.  Referred
to Alderman Comstock.

A potition was received from persons
residing on South G street, botween Tay-
lor aud Washiogton streets, asking thata

gewer be constructed on  Washington
street. Referred to tho committee on
streets,

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES,
Alderman Biter, the committee to whom
was referred the matter of the orection of
a lamp at the corner of Union and Stewart
strects, reported fuvorably aund the report
was adopted.

In regard to the fence of a Mr. Daley,
on D street, near the Savago cllice, which
fenee ias been moved into the street, Al-
derman Kenuedy recommendod that Mr,
Daley be requested to move it back to its
former position on or out of tholine of the
street. Thoe report was adopted.

In rgard to the proposition to build a
sidewsik four feet in width on the west
side of Howard street, between Union
strect and Sutton avenue, Alderman RBaw-
tings reported favorably and his report was
adopted.

ALDERMAN BITER ON THE WATER CONTRACT.

Regarding the contract between tho Vir-
ginin City and Gold Hill Water Chrmpany
and the City of Virgiuin, submitted to him
somoe four weeks sgo, Alderman Biter pre-
sonted tho following written roport :

To Uis Honor the Mayor and the
Honorable Board of Adermen of the
ity of Purginie— Gentleman:  As a
committee to examine and report upon
the agrecement of the Virginia and Gold
Hill Water Company with the Mayor and
Board of Aldermen of the City of Virginia,
1 have carefully examined said agreement,
as well as the statate of this state, ap-
proved January 22, 1877, under which said
agreement heen offered. I havo come
to an unfavorablo conelusion thereon, and
recommend that it be not accepted, as it is
unjust to the city’s intorest, for the fol-
lowing rensons, :

At the jast meeting of the state legisla-
ture the representatives of Story county,
at the request of the honorable board of
aldermen of this city, had cnacted the
statute to be found on page 43, Statutes of
Nevada, 1877, Chapter VI, an act to
legalize certain contracts made by the
Mayor and the Board of Aldermen
of the City of Virginia, Storey county,
state of Nevada, aud the Virginia and
Gold Hill Water Company, of the same
place, and for the issuaace and saloe of
bonds for the payment of said indebted-

pany had been fi good water
and plenty of it, and it did not appear to
him that there was any very great disa.
greemeunt in regard to the terms of the
contract,

Alderman Biter said the slderman of
tho Fourth Ward might sign the coutract
if ho felt so iaviined, but for himself he
could say that ke would never sign it.

C. J. Hillyer, who was presett on bebalf
of the water company, said he drew up
the contract that had been submitted to
the board, aud believed it to be in strict
accordance with the statute ; such, at least
was his intention. He had aimed to ful-
low the exact language of the statute.

Alderman Biter thought the water com-
pany were required to bind themselves by
an agrcement to keep all the tanks, pipes
and hydrants tilled with water before the
city could sign the contract.

Mr. Hillyer said he did not understand
what was wmeant by au agrecment to which
but ono side was a party. They were ready
to do exactly what the statute required,
and he was sure nothing more should Le
asked.

Alderman Biter insisted that the con.
tract submitted was not in accordance
with the statute, and asked that Section 14
of the statute be read, which was done,

Mr. Hillyer said that what was there
required was just what they proposed to
do. They could not come in and tile an
agreement with no party to it but them-
selves.

Alderman Kennedy cslled for the opin-
ion of City Attorncy Seaniker in regard to
the section that had been read.

‘The city attorney said lie was not pre-
pared to givesn opinion at once, T'o give
an opinion that would be of value, he
must be allowed tiwoe to carefully consider
the scction in question. It was rather
peeuliarly worded. However, his under-
standing of the matter was that the water
company wero to draw up an agreenient
and submit it to the board.

Alderman Rawlings was anxious to sec
the matter settled, and felt convineed that
the water company wounld be willing to
make such alterations in the sgreement
submitted as might Lo required. He
thought the proper way to procead wonld
bo to refer the agreement back to Alder-
man Biter and the city attorney, with in-
structions to consult with the water com-
pany in regard to its terms.  They ahould
como to romo nnderstanding st once,

Alderman Biter moved that 2 commit-
tee of three, including the mayor, be ap-
pointed to confer with the water company,
a3 they conldn't get a legal opimion in re-
gard to the matter.

City Attorney Scaniker said ho wanted
o insinuations from Mr. Biter and he
would stand wone. Mo had observed
something of the kind on his part on two
or three forwer oceasions. and he would
stand no more of them,
Mayor Belknap said:
gentlemen.”

Alderman Comstock wished to do what
was right and houvorablo in the matter.
He bad underatood that Alderman Biter
was to consult with tho water company.
Aldorman Biter said be was not so in-
strueted, and the elerk also said he did not
80 understand it.

The clerk then referred to his minutes,
and found that when the sgreement was
reforred to Mr. Biter nothing was said in
regard to his consulting with the water
company.

On motion of Alderman Rawlings, the
agreement was then referred back te Alder-
wan Biter and the city attorney, as a com-
wittee to consult with tho water company.
Tho city attorney said ho should with-
draw from the committee. He would not
gerve on & committee -it was not hia
business. He was ready to give wlogal
opinion on any matter-—-that was his busi-
ness—but he would not servo on comuwit.
teva,

Alderman Rawlings cxplained that all
that would be required of him was his
legal opinion in regard to the terms that
might bo inserted in the agreement, when
the c¢ity attorney said he woukl attend
to that part of the business,

¢« Come to order,

ness thereby incurred.  Sections one to

thirteen, inclusive, provide, as tho title

suggesty, means for the issnance of bonds

to puy for the system of water works con-
| tracted for by the city, for the sale of the
‘snmo and the payment of the money

8o reeeived to the water company ; also,
| means for the levying of taxes, ote., to
‘ pay for the redemption of the Londs, the
i interest on the same, ete.; also, legaliziog
| the contracts between tho city snd the
i waler company.

Tho eity. on its part, by its board of
aldermen, has faithfully discharged every
obligaticu and fultilled overy duty. The
Londs have been issucd and sold, the
money paid the water company, and & tax
has been levied to creato a redemption
fuud and to pay the interest on the bonds.

Hux the -wator company been equally
faithtul in discharging its obligations ?
Iet us seo: Scction 14 of the samo act
voads as follows: That from and after
the payment of said indebtedness to tho
said Virginia and Gold Hill Water Com-
vany, the said water company and its
assigns and successors during tho exist-
ence of the contracts with the city thero-
for, as hereinafter mentioned, shall keep
all tho said reservoirs, pipes and hydrauts
well supplied with water, for the pur-
poses for which they were construeted ;
and the +a’d city of Virgi. iy shall, at any
and all times, have the right to use tho
said water for the extinguishment of ftire,
and for the protection of said city from
damage by five, and upon the execution
and delivery by said water compauy tu
said city of an agreement in writing,
binding itself, its successors and assigns,
to keep said reservoirs, pipes aud hydrants
well supplied with water, as aforesaid, the
said city shall pay said water company, or
its suceessors or assigns, a sum, to be
fixed by agreement between said water
company and eaid city, not to exceed the
sum of five hundred dollars ($500) per
month, in United States gold coin,

You wili observe that this section re-
quires the water company to furnish the

i city with an agreement in writing, bind-
ing itsclf, its successors or assigus, to keep
the reservoirs, pipes and hydrants well
supplied with water, after which the eity
shall pay a sum of money, to bo agreed
upon Letween the city and water company.

By the present contract the water com-
pany, while apparently fulfilling its obli-

| gation uader the law, secks to bind the

city to pay an exorbitant price for water.

Let them first farnish the ¢ity the agree-

ment required under Section 11 of the
abovo act. after which wo can make fur-
ther agreements as to the amount to be
paid for the use of the company’s water.

Secoudly, tho water company, by this

agreement, bind only thewmselves; they
do not bind either their successors or as-
signs to fulftill the contracts made by them,
as is reqnived by this aot, and if the water
company should see fit at any time to
anuul its contract with the city it would
only be necessary to sell or aesign its
property to others. Thirdly, the city is
1ot now using more water than for years
past, ¥et the water compsny seek to colleot
double the amount paid; all of which is
unjust, and should not be allowed. Re-
spectfully submitted, WiLLarn BiTER,

Virginia, October 9, 1877,

‘ Alderman Rawlings moved that the re-
‘ port be received and placed on file. It

was so ordered.

Alderman Kennedy called for the read-
ing of the vontract submitted by tho water
company, &s he did not fully understand
it. It was read by the clerk,

Alderman Comstock said he had ex-

amined into the matter of the proposed
removal of alamp oun thoe corner of Mill
- and B streets to another point, and would
recommend that the lamps in that part of
the ecity vemain as they are. Report
adopted.
REPORTS OF CITY OFFICERS.

City Tax Collector Robert Gracey re-
ported having collected for licenses for
the week cuding Tuesday, October 9, tho
sum of £536 50, and_for tax oun personal
property the sum $1,030. The reports
were received and placed on file.

City Clerk A. F, Mackay submitted the
following statement in regard to licensos

issued to the ciiy tax collector for o part
of the quarter ending June 30 and also
' for the yuarter endivg Scptember 30:

- Amount of licenses issued ..58,825

1 Amount of licenses seld and accounted

for in cash
Anwouut of Hcenses returned. .

60

file.
BILLS ALLOWED.

| Bille amouuting in all to $1,526 81%
were allowed and placed on fle and the
mayor aud clerk were authorized to draw
warrauts for the samo whenever there
ghall be suflicient mcuey in the treasury.

Bills amounting to $46 75 were pre-
sented and referred to tho proper com-
mittees.

A TRANSFER OF FUNDS.

Aldorman Kennedy offered a resolution
to the cffect that 52,000 be transferred
fram the geueral fund to the tire depart-
ment fund when there shall Lo that
amount in the former fund. The resolu-
tion was adopted,

A LOAN,

Alderman Kennedy said ho thought
gomothing should bLe dono to raise money
with which to pay oft the men in the fire
and polico departments, as they had re-
ceived no pay in a long time. .

Mayor Belknap#aid the Bank of Califor-
nia would loan the city moneoy at one per
cont. por month. He thought they should
borrow about 37,500, which would be
sullicient to meot prosent demands.

Alderman Biter mcved that the mayor
and clork be authorized to borrow a sum
not greater thaa $7,500 and execute a noto
therefor, payable Jaunuary 1,1878. Car-
ried. .

THE WATER DUSINESS AGAIN,

Alderman Kennedy said, in regard to
the contract with the water compauy, that
hie thought the city aud the company

MISCELLANEOUSN,
The street inspector was authorized and
instructed to construct the sidewalk on
Howard street ; also, to see to having tho
fence of Mr, Daley moved back to the line
of D street.

The city clerk was instrneted to have
the doors, windows, ceilings and other
planed wood work inside of the new fire
house painted, and the rough work white-
washed. Two rooms in the upper story
are also to be paiated.

Adjcurned.

ought to bo able to come to romo agree-
mont satisfactory to both, The water




