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CROTON WATER DEPARTMENT.

. 8everal interesting points, in connection with the Cro-
ton Board, are at present atiraoting attention.

The ordinance regulating the constructiou of vaulta ln
front of stores and dwelling-houses limita them to the
ouwr edge of the sidewalk, except by special permlssion
from the Croton Department, and this on payment of s
epecified fee for the permiesion. ' Of late, however, and
especially sinow the madia for marble stores and brosd
vaults has eeized the merchanta of New-York, the own-
ers and-bullders have gradually encroached upon the
strects, or rather the substratusn of the streets, until, in
oue.case at least, the walis of the vaulta on either side
of the street approach within four fect of each other.
This may eeem, (o the casual reader, very unimportant,
bat when It ls taken into connidandon that sewers, gus
pipes and water pipes must be laid or repaire], it will be
reudily reen how much wrong may be done by thlaen-
croschment npon the nndergroand rights of the ofty. Ju
one case—we do not chose to usme. the street, lest some
of the Insnrance Uompanles might d da Jatl
of thelr policies—the vanits ere 80 far extended beneath
the street, that it was found impoesble to place a fire-
hydrant at the point designated ; and in another case, s
party nowabout ereoting a marble store, had the conrcience
to ask permission to build s vault tweaty-nine feet wide,
which is exsctly half the width of the street. - There Is
‘now more than pne street ranning acros Broadway, and
below Reade street, where, if any acoldent ehould happen
to the gas or Croton pipes, inmensa damage might be
caused by reason of the vauls manla, The sabject hus
attracted the attentlon of th tog, Board, who had &
meeting with apecial reférenve to it yesterday ; ‘and on -
whe representation of ‘Mr. Craven, the ChiefEngineek,
whose twelve yeary’ axperience ln that efice qalify him
%o judge, they decided v grant no more permimiags for
vanita beyond the limits restrigted by the ordinances,
wiich wers (w00 fif/tAs of the street, measering from houm
to hewse ; but by the tenur of the rule now sdogted by
the Board, no vault will be allowed to-be-construoted
beyond the limits of the corb-etous. There is, however,
.one singular exception to this rale now existing—a large
maoulsctaring”frm, which owns property on both sides
of the street, had cunstruoted vanlls extending from side
wﬁdda, a0d jast year, when a @swer was'to be made
fa the street, they offtred, at their own expense, to coa-
nect the rewer, as elther end of their vealt, by Iron pipes
sufficlently large to earry off the drainage which wonld

pam through tbe sewer. This was permlited:for - (e



double resson that the sewer would diafigure their vauits,
.and ¢hat the nature of their business demianded mm
in. some of ite’ operations, they preferred to meet

axpe rather thau allow outslde parties to examine it
The rule adopted by the Croton Board eeenusfto be just,
80d to be fmpératively demanded by every considemt{on

of'expediency. :

Another polnt is thu settl of the question aa to
who shall 'be_at the expense ot ln?plylng water to the
conviota Inoarcerated in the State prison at 8lng-8ing. It
was generally supposed by residents and tax-payers of
the city of Nuw-York, when they assumed a debt of some
thirteen ylllions.of*doliars (since grown into twenty) for
the lnlro,dqcliQn of the Croton water, that it was intended
for their own emolusivo use, on payment of a fair and
proper equivalent! It appears, hbwever; that the Stits
of New York'lays claim to the right of ueing it, and this
olaim Is to be establisbed by the legislatlon mow in pro-
gnan Albany. By an agreement between the State

’fleor nspeotors und the Croton Bodrd ln 1846, the

agoéed to supply the priton at 8ing-8ing whlrty
thousand gallous a duy for ten years, at $750 per year for
she frgt five years, and $1,250 per year for the balance of
the term, which expired lu 1857, and this was deemed as an
equlvalent for the land owned by the Statethrough whicly
the-aqueduct passés. In 1858, a law was passed all
ifig to the Grotbou Board $1,240 ' per year for siioh qt%:
tity of water as ‘might be réquired tor the use of ihe
prigon, apd this ig less then one-ball the charge made to
consumers in the oity. The Board. as a mutter of course,
protested aguiusf euch a measure, but it wasado
notwitbstandlog. . The Board then eent in'bills for the
water sctually used, duridg the year 1857, ’58 and '69,
(a8 uscertained by 5) ing to $11,-
592 46, and démanded payment at the bands of the State
offisial.  Iusteuad. of settling this acconnt, the State
Prison [aspectors b)ave caueed abill to beintroduced into
the Leglslature which refers the mutter to threé commis-
sloners, yet to be appointed, who-arg tq decide upon the
amouat which the prison ou| bereatter to pay for the
use of the water tor such gurposes a8 may bu needed.
This glves the power virtuallyjto the State officlals to use
as much of the Croton as chooee, and to pay what
they deem proper,#0 that ould determine upon
the mecesity of laying e thirty-six iuch pipe lrom. the
Aqueduct to the prison they could do 80, and cut off more
thua balt the eupply trom the cily ; and vnce the State
lays Its grasp upun the Aqueduct, every village between
the Dam aud ths High-liridge will diecover a necesaity |
for the Crolon, and obtain it through the Legislature.

The agreement mude in 1846 was based on the ground
that the State permitted the Aqueduct to be constructed
througb the Prisou Farm without churge, Aud now, be- |
cause the Board claym psymeut at tm:uty-llveyper cent.
lesw than is paid by any bouscholder ln New York, the
State steps in:and luteuds o claim the right to use as
much water aa lts.officluls choose, paying for it at_their
owWu prioes, aud leaving the Crotou Buard powerless. |
The act relerred to, if passed. will enable the State Pri- |
son luspectors w use without etiut, and at their own
price, the water for which the city ot New-York bah in-
curred a debt of nearly tweuty miilioos ot dollars.

The Croton Board, mindtul of the interests of the oity,
has prepared a counter bill which will be forthwith pre-
seated, and which, it there be any sease of honor or bon-
ety in the Legislature, should be promptly passed. Its
provisions are, tirst, that the Stats sbhall psy tbe sum ot
311,692 45, now nuneetly dye tor wawr used duriog the -
yeurs 1857,'68 aud 39 ; aud secoud, thut the Comptroller
uball entublisl, it cunjuuction with the Croton Aqueduct

, 8 just sud cqutluble mode ot uscertaining the
quaniity o1 water whicu muy be uredduring every year in |
which the pricon is luruieyed with Urown water ; and
tor the yuautity which it is found may be ueed, aball
pay at the rate of three-quarters of vue cent lor every
ouw buudred gatlons.
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