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AN ACT to 'vest certain Powers in the Freeholder; and Inhabitants

qf the Village of Otsego, in the County Q/ Otsego.

Passed April 3, 1807.

1 I, E it enacted by the Pee/zle oft/1e State of New-York, rejzree

sented in Senate and .dssembly, That the district of country,

contained in the following bounds, to wit: beginning at the east side

of the outlet of lake Otsego; thence down the east side of the

Susquehannah-river, until it strikes the north line of Thomas

Shankland’s land; thence west, one mile and one quarter; thence

north, until it strikes the north line of John Miller’s land; thence

eastwardly, along said line to lake Otsego, and from thence along

the margin of said lake, to‘ the place of beginning, shall hereafter

be known and distinguished, by the name of “ The Village of Ot—

'se '0.”
2 ‘all. And be it further enacted, That all the freeholders and in

habitants qualified to vote at town meetings, who may reside within

the aforesaid limits, may on the third Tuesday in May next, meet

at some proper place to be appointed and notified to the inhabitants,

by any justice of the peace, in the town of OtsegO, at least one

3 week previous to the said third Tuesday; and then and there pro;

ceed to choose five freeholders, resident within said village, to be

trustees thereof'; who, when chosen, shall possess the several pow

ers and rights hereafter specified; and such justice shall preside at

such meeting and declare the several persons having a majority of

4, votes as duly chosen trustees, and on every third-Tuesday in May,

after the first election of trustees, there shall in like manner be a

new election of ‘trustees of said village.

5 III. And be it further enacted, That the said freeholders and

inhabitants at their annual meeting, to be as aforesaid ; and at such

other times in the year as the said trustees, or a majority of them

may think necessary to advertise for the purpose, shall be and they

are hereby authorized and ‘empowered from time to time to make,

ordain, constitute and establish such prudential rules, orders and

‘regulations as a majority of such freeholders and inhabitants so as

seinbled, and having a right to vote, shall judge necessary to com

pel the'housc-keepers in the village of Otsego aforesaid, to furnish

5 themselves‘ with a sufficient-number of firesbuckets, and to impose

such penalties on the offenders of such rules, orders and regula

_ tions, or any or either of them, as the majority of such freehold

ers and inhabitants so assembled, shall from time to time deem
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proper, not exceeding two dollars for anyfone offence, to be recov

ered by the said trustees for the use of the said frceholders and in

habitants, by action of debt, before any justice of the peace resid

ing in the said county.

IV. .dnd be it further enacted, That the said trustees hereby to 7

be appointed, and their successors, shall and may from time to time

constitute and appoint one fit person to be a common clerk for the

said freeholders and inhabitants, whose duty it shall be to record all 8

rules, orders and regulations made by the said frceholders and in

habitants, at their meetings as aforesaid, in a proper book to be by

him provided for that purpose ; and also, to do and perform all such

matters and things as the said trustees, or a majority of them, shall

lawfully from time to time by writing under their hands direct and

appoint.

V. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to 9

and for the said trustees, ora majority of them ; and they are here

by required with all' convenient speed to elect, nominate and ap

point a sufficient number'of men, willing to accept, not exceeding

fifteen in number, out of the inhabitants, residing within the limits

of said village as aforesaid, to have ‘the care, management, work

ing and use of the fire-engine or engines belonging, or which may

belong to the said freeholders and inhabitants; and also, the tools

and implements for extinguishing fires; and the said trustees or the 10

major part of them are hereby authorized and empowered to re

move or displace all or any of the firemen so as aforesaid to be elect

ed, nominated and appointed, when and as often as they shall think

fit, and others in their stead to elect, nominate and appoint; and

also, to make, establish and ordain such rules, orders and regula

tions for the government, conduct, duty and behaviour of such fire

men, as to them shall appear necessary and proper ; and that the ll

firemen so appointed, shall and may be exempt from serving as ju

rors, except in justices courts.

VI. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful 13

for the said owners of houses and lands, at their annual meeting

for electing trustees, by a majority of voices to determine what sum

in the aggregate shall be raised, levied and codeeted from the said

owners of houses and lands and freeholders and inhabitants, resi'»

dent within the said limits, to purchase a fire-engine with necessary

tools and implements for extinguishing fires; and thereupon the 13

said trustees shall apportion the sum to be raised amongst the own

ers of houses, of lands, and freeholders and inhabitants, in propor

tion to the advantages which they shall deem to result to each from

any such purchase ; and shall, by their warrant, appoint and author

ize some proper person or persons to levy and collect such sum or

sums so apportioned, who shall proceed in like manner in making

such collections as collectors of the contingent expenses of the

county are by law directed to proceed in, and shall be in like man

ner accountable to the said trustees as the collectors aforesaid are

by law made accountable to the treasurers of the respective coun

ties: Provided always, That such sum or sums shall not in any one 14

year exceed. the sum of three hundred dollars: And provided ficr- l5
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ther, That if any person shall conceive him or herself aggrieved by

any such apportionment as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for such per

son to appeal lrom the determination of such trustees to any three

justices of the peace residing in the town of Otsego, giving notice

to the said trustees, or a majority of them, of such appeal, and of

the time and place for determining thereon by such justices, who

shall bear the same, and do therein what to justice shall appertain

VII. And be it further enacted, That Elihu Phinney, John Rus

sell, Farrand Stranahan, Lawrence M‘Name, and Elijah H. Met

calf, and such other persons as may become interested in the asso

ciation or company, formed for supplying the aforesaid village of

Otsego with good and wholesome water, by means of conduits,

aqueducts or otherwise, shall be and hereby are created a body pol

itic and corporate, in fact and in name, by the name of “ The aque

duct association in the village of Otsego ;” and by that name shall

be capable in law to sue and be sued, plead and he impleaded, in

any court of record or otherwise, but shall not be capable of hold

ing any real estate, except such as may be necessary for such con

duits or aqueducts for supplying the said village of Otsego with wa

ter as aforesaid, or any real or personal estate exceeding the sum

of ‘one thousand dollars, exclusive of the profits or income of such

aqueducts. _

VIII. .dnd be it further enacted, That the said aqueduct asso

ciation, in the village of Otsego, shall have, hold, enjoy, be vested

with and entitled to the like rights, remedies, penalties, privileges,

powers and immunities, and be subject to the same duties, pens-L

ties, restraints, regulations, conditions and limitations in every re

spect where it may effect the said association, as are contained in‘

an act, entitled “ An act to incorporate an aqueduct association in

the village of Little-Falls, in the county of Herkimer,” passed the

14th day of March, 1806, the same as if every clause in the said

act were herein particularly repeated and specially applied to the

said aqueduct association in the. village of Otsego.
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AN ACT to authorize the Supervisors qf the County of Cayuga to

raise llloney by Taxfin- the Erection of a Fire-proof Clerk’s Oflice.‘

Passed April 3, 1807.

E it enacted by the Peojzle oftbe State of New-York, re/zresent

ed in Senate and Assembly, That it shall be the duty of the Su

pervisors of the said county of Cayuga, to levy and raise by tax on

the freeholders and inhabitants of the said county, a sum not ex

ceeding eight hundred dollars, and to apply the same money, so to

be raised, in building a fire-proof clerk’s ofiice at or near the court

house, when the same is erected, under the direction of the said

supervisors, by three superintendents, to be by the said super

visors appointed for that purpose; and the said superintendents

shall account annually to the supervisors of the said county for-,all

disbursements and expenditures arising to them in building of ‘the


