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In the Matter of the Application of SOUTH BAY CON
SOLIDATED WATER COMPANY, INC., for Approval of 
I t s Existing Plant and System, Known as I ts 
Southampton Plant 

Water Supply Application No. 644 

(Water Power and Control Commission, October 6, 1931) 

Application approved as modified. 

B Y THE COMMISSION.—William R. Edwards, vice-
president of South Bay Consolidated Water Company, 
Inc., acting on behalf and in the name of said corpora
tion, on June 30, 1931, made application to the Water 
Power and Control Commission for approval of the 
Southampton plant of that corporation and for such 
other approval or ratification of past acts as may be 
necessary to establish the status of that plant and the 
use of the sources of water supply now operated in 
connection with it, as far as the jurisdiction of this 
Commission is concerned. This application was filed 
in the office of the Commission on July 3, 1931. 

After due notice, published in the Southampton 
Press and Southampton Times, the hearing on this 
application was held in the office of the applicant on 
Main street in the village of Southampton, Long 
Island, on August 13, 1931, at 2 o'clock (daylight 
saving time) in the afternoon. At this hearing the 
Commission considered the petition, maps and plans 
submitted, examined witnesses and heard arguments 
in favor of the project. The applicant appeared by 
Thomas F . Murphy, its at torney; N. Frederick Fenn, 
general manager, and Willis D. Van Brunt, manager 
of the Southampton plant, also appeared in support of 
the application. No objections were filed and no one 
appeared in opposition. 
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On August 13, 1931, the Commission caused an 
engineering inspection to be made of this plant and 
of the sources of water supply developed in connec
tion therewith. 

After due study of the petition and its exhibits, the 
evidence and arguments given a t the hearing and 
the report of the engineers of the Commission on this 
application, it appears as follows: 

Southampton Water Works Company filed its certi
ficate of incorporation in the office of the Secretary 
of State on November 18, 1892, and thereafter it 
established a plant in the village of Southampton, in 
the town of that name, in Suffolk county. The consent 
of the town board authorized this company to supply 
water in the village of Southampton and vicinity. This 
plant, as enlarged, extended and remodeled, is the 
plant now under consideration. 

The Quantuck Water Works Company filed its certi
ficate of incorporation on November 7,1902, and there
after proceeded to establish a water works system in 
Westhampton in said town of Southampton and county 
of Suffolk. The name of this company was changed 
to South Bay Consolidated Water Company, Inc., by 
certificate filed in the office of the Secretary of State 
on May 14, 1925. Thereafter this company acquired 
by deed all of the plant and franchises of Southamp
ton Water Works Company. On May 15, 1931, 
applicant executed a certificate of extension of terr i
tory enumerating therein, among other towns and 
villages, the village of Southampton. 

The incorporated village of Southampton fronts on 
the Atlantic ocean and lies between Shinnecock and 
Mecox bays, generally south of the Montauk division 
of New York Central railroad. This is an old, estab
lished community and it is also a well-known summer 
resort. Applicant supplies not only the village but 
also certain outside areas to the north and west. In 
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all, the population supplied is approximately 4,850 
persons and the consumption of water is 0.55 million 
gallons daily. 

Applicant has a five-year contract with the village 
of Southampton, dated July 1, 1931. 

Water for this plant is obtained from a group of 
wells, situated about one-fourth mile north of the 
northerly boundary of the village in the direction of 
Hampton P a r k ; which point is approximately one-half 
mile north of Southampton railroad station. Here 
applicant owns 38.5 acres of land, adjacent to the 
easterly side of North Main street. On it there are 
four twelve-inch and two eight-inch wells sunk to a 
depth of about ninety feet. These wells have an esti
mated yield of 1.85 million gallons daily. Adjacent 
to them is a brick pumping station. In it are in
stalled two steam pumps, each of 1.4 million gallons 
daily capacity, and the required boilers and auxil
iaries. At this point also there are three pneumatic 
tanks, each ten feet in diameter by forty-six and five-
tenths feet long, and two supplementary tanks, each 
seven feet four inches in diameter by thirty-six feet 
six inches long. On West Prospect street, opposite 
Pelham street, there is a 300,000 gallon elevated steel 
tank. The distribution system consists of 26.6 miles 
of cast iron main, four inches, six inches and eight 
inches in diameter, and 157 fire hydrants. 

The above wells are now remote from sources of 
pollution and the tract of land is sufficiently large to 
assure continued sanitary protection. Analyses of 
the water from these wells indicate that it is of good 
sanitary quality although somewhat high in chlorides, 
free carbon dioxide and iron. The water neither 
receives nor needs treatment. Nevertheless we should 
reserve the right to require treatment or additional 
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sanitary precautions should future developments show 
necessity for so doing. 

Applicant asks our approval of the sinking by it 
on the above mentioned tract of land of such addi
tional wells as may be necessary to enable it to supply 
water to its customers. This should be permitted, 
subject to the usual conditions, that before a well is 
put down the location shall be approved by us, and 
before it is used the quality of the water pumped 
therefrom shall also be approved by us. 

Applicant asks that we delimit the terr i tory in 
which it may extend its supply and distribution mains 
without further application to us. We believe that it 
should supply that portion of the main island, east 
of the easterly boundary of Hampton Bays water 
district (Water Supply Application No. 600, 
approved April 8, 1931, 40 State Dept. Rep. 282) and 
of the terri tory heretofore assigned by us to Pon 
Quogue Water Corporation (Water Supply Applica
tion No. 516, approved June 27, 1929, 38 State Dept. 
Rep. 152,155). The easterly boundary of this terr i tory 
should be the westerly boundary of the terr i tory here
tofore assigned by us to Bridgehampton Water Com
pany, Inc. (Water Supply Application No. 563, 
approved August 1, 1930, 39 State Dept. Rep. 482). 
To the northeast the boundary should be a line drawn 
through the center of Fresh pond near the easterly 
shore of Little Peconic bay, opposite Nassau point, 
southeasterly through Scuttlehole on the above men
tioned boundary of the Bridgehampton terr i tory, 
this being the southerly boundary of the terr i tory we 
have elsewhere set aside to be supplied by the Sag 
Harbor plant of New York Water Service Corporation 
(Water Supply Application No. 646). 

Aside from the above, applicant does not now con
template the acquisition or development of any new 
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or additional sources of water supply, any extensive 
reconstruction of its plant or the exercise of any new 
franchise. The present management has but recently I 
taken over this property and is not assured that its 
predecessors in interest have obtained due approval i 
of such steps heretofore taken as may have been ' 
within the jurisdiction of this Commission. Applicant i 
now requests us to give whatever approval may be . 
necessary to establish the legal standing of this plant. I 

The available information is insufficient to enable f 
accurate determination of just which features of this 
project should heretofore have been submitted to us , 
for approval. I t is probable that certain of the wells J 
and possibly certain extensions of the mains into new j 
terri tory are in that class. Close determination of J 
these points is unnecessary. The plant as it stands I 
merits our approval, with certain modifications and 1 
conditions. j 

This plant is so remote from any other public water 
works system on Long Island that no interference 
between it and such other systems need be anticipated. 

The legal damages which may be caused by the 
execution of the plans of the petitioner do not appear 
to be such as to require any special consideration 
or legislative enactment in order that they may be 
equitably determined and paid. 

The Commission finds it to be necessary to protect 
the water supply and the interests of the applicant 
and of the inhabitants of the terri tory supplied by it 
with water, to protect the water supply and interests 
of any other municipal corporation or other civil 
division of the State and the inhabitants thereof, to 
protect the water supply and interests of any other 
person or waterworks corporation engaged in supply
ing water to any other municipal corporation or other 
civil division of the State and the inhabitants thereof, 
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to bring into cooperation all municipal corporations 
or other civil divisions of the State which may be 
affected thereby, to make just and equitable the sub
mitted plan or scheme to determine and provide for 
the payment of the proper compensation for any and 
all legal damages to persons or property, whether 
direct or indirect, which will result from the acquiring 
of said lands and the execution of said plans, and to 
make safe all dams or reservoirs to be constructed by 
said plans, that the application, maps and plans sub
mitted should be modified to conform to the following: 

1. Applicant is hereby authorized to sink on the 
property now owned by it as many wells as it may 
find to be necessary to supply water to its customers 
in the area below defined. The location of any new 
well must be approved by this Commission before 
such well is sunk and the quality of the water to be 
obtained therefrom must also be approved by this 
Commission before such water is pumped into the 
mains. 

2. The Commission reserves the right to require 
applicant to take suitable precautions to maintain 
the sanitary quality of the water pumped from any 
of its wells and to install and operate suitable treat
ment or purification processes to improve the sanitary 
quality of the water from any existing or future well, 
shall need for such action hereafter be found. 

3. Without further application to the Commission, 
applicant is hereby authorized to extend its mains, 
supply water and generally to exercise the rights 
reserved to a municipality by the provisions of the 
closing sentence of section 521 of the Conservation 
Law within an area described as follows: All of that 
portion of the town of Southampton, Suffolk county, 
on the mainland of Long Island bounded on the south 
by the Atlantic ocean, on the west on South Beach by 
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the westerly line of Shinnecock road, so called, and 
elsewhere by the easterly boundary of Hampton Bays 
water district; on the northwest by the shore of Great 
and Little Peconic bays; on the northeast by a line 
drawn through the center of Fresh pond, near the 
shore of Little Peconic bay, opposite Nassau point, , 
and running southeasterly to Scuttlehole; on the east 
by a line roughly parallel to Southampton-Easthamp-
ton town line, passing across Mecox bay. to Cuffey's 
creek, just east of the hamlet of Watermill, and thence 
by Scuttlehole road; all as shown by a green line which 
this Commission has drawn upon a copy of the Sag 
Harbor quadrangle of the United States Geological 
Survey map, which it has filed in its office as Accession 
No. 14,638. 

4. The right to extend mains given in (3) above is 
permissive only; it shall not be held to grant any 
exclusive rights to supply such territory, nor shall it 
be held in any way to limit the right of applicant or of 
others to make due application, under the provisions 
of article X I of the Conservation Law, for approval 
of any project affecting this area; nor shall it be held 
to allow applicant to dispense with other consents, 
approvals or permits, required by law from other 
authorities, State or local. Except with our further 
permission, applicant may not supply water from this 
plant, outside of such area; nor inside thereof may it 
enter into competition with or parallel the distribu
tion mains of any other water works system, pub
licly or privately owned, now established in this area, 
or which may hereafter legally be established therein; 
nor may water from this plant be sold to other such 
water works systems for distribution by them, unless 
and until the authorities in charge of such system shall 
have applied for and obtained the approval of this 
Commission therefor. 
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The Water Power and Control Commission, having 
given due consideration to the said petition and its 
exhibits, the proofs and arguments submitted at the 
hearing and the reports of its engineers thereon, 
determines and decides as follows: 

First. That the application, maps and plans sub
mitted are modified as set forth above and, as so 
modified, are the plans hereinafter mentioned. 

Second. That the plans proposed are justified by 
public necessity. 

Third. That said plans provide for the proper and 
safe construction of all work connected therewith. 

Fourth. That said plans provide for the proper 
protection of the supply and the watershed from con
tamination and that filtration is at the present time 
unnecessary. 

Fifth. That said plans are just and equitable to the 
other municipalities and civil divisions of the State 
affected thereby and to the inhabitants thereof, par
ticular consideration being given to their present and 
future necessities for sources of water supply. 

Sixth. That said plans make fair and equitable pro
visions for the determination and payment of any and 
all legal damages to persons and property, both direct 
and indirect, which will result from the execution of 
said plans or the acquiring of said lands. 

Wherefore, The Water Power and Control Com
mission does hereby approve the said application, 
maps and plans of the "Southampton" plant of the 
South Bay Consolidated Water Company, Inc., as 
thus modified. 




