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Railroad—It was in the fall of 1855 that the first

locomotive, the "General Wall," borrowed from the

Central R. R. of N. J., with a passenger car attached,

came to Catasauqua, which was as far as rails had

been laid. It was a gala day for the new borough,

only two years old. On this train were citizens from

Baston including Thomas McKean (then 90 years old)

and an army office on recruiting service. A dinner

was had at the Eagle Hotel, while flags were flying

and bands playing. After dinner a procession was

formed which marched to Hokendauqua, to view the

furnace just erected there.

On the way from Allentown, the train ran slowly,

stopping now and then to cut down projecting limbs

of trees which hung over the track.

David Kline, a painter by trade, was the first

agent and the first freight he brought over the bridge

on a wheel-barrow.

Water Works—When Catasauqua was founded in

1839 by officials of the Lehigh Coal and Navigation

Co., the water rights and land west of the canal, from

the Hokendauqua Dam to the Allentown Dam were

ceded to the Lehigh Crane Tron Co. as a substantial

inducement to those capitalists to erect furnaces here

and develop an increased market for coal and as a

feeder to the canal project. At that time, the towns

along the Lehigh river north to the coal mines were

few, and it never entered into the minds of the in

vestors that the stream would become the sewer system

of numerous populous boroughs and hundreds of coal

mines.

When No. 1 furnace was erected, the blast power

was secured from the canal, the original canal having

been turned over to the Iron Company for power and

landing ores and coal, and a new canal having been

excavated, and used thereafter as the main line. The

pump to furnish water for furnace use was attached

to the blast wheel, which remained in use until No. 3
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furnace was completed in 1844. More extensive water

facilities for the town were required and then a 4-inch

main was laid from the pump to Wood street, up

'Wood to Second, up Second to Church, and thence to a

basin located on that street above Church alley.

When this was about to be done it would seem

that David Thomas wrote to his son Samuel then at

Nazareth (going to school there), to stop off at Beth

lehem and take measurements of the pump used there

to supply water to the inhabitants of that town, as he

intended to supply water to the company's houses on

Church and Wood streets. Richard W. Leibert, who

is still living at Bethlehem, supplied him with the de

sired information. Work was then commenced with

out a charter and in time the mains were extended, a

reservoir was built on Church street, and later on rear

of Walnut between 5th and 6th streets. A charter was

subsequently obtained and the company furnished the

water until its merger with the Clear Springs Water

Co.

The leakage from the old company reservoir eventu

ally undermined the limestone soil, and necessitated

its abandonment and a wooden tank was erected. In

1854, a 4-inch main was laid on Front street, as far as

Bridge, and in 1856, a 3-inch main was extended up

Second street, as far as Strawberry alley, to supply

the new residence of David Thomas.

This pipe was recently discovered while laying the

new mains on that street, and it was found almost

closed with corrosion. The same year the Front street

main was extended to the new rolling mill, and sub

sequently as far as Puddlers' Row, above Chapel.

By 1872, the demands upon the water supply had

increased so largely that the company decided to

make extensive improvements, and spent $25,000. On

Front street from Wood to Bridge an 8-inch main was

laid ; Second, Union to Chapel, a 10-inch main ; 4-inch

main on Union and Chapel streets ; 10-inch main on
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Bridge, from Front to Second; and 10-inch main on

Walnut to Fourth, where connections were made with

a 12-inch main leading to a new stone and concrete

reservoir on Currant alley, above Walnut, the highest

point in the town. A new pumping station was built

below No. 6 furnace, 23 by 25 feet in dimensions, with

water and steam pumps having a capacity of forcing

185,000 gallons of water per day. A nearby stand-

pipe, to equalize the pressure upon the pipes, was

also built.

The use of the canal water for household purposes

became objectionable, and some years since an artesian

well was drilled adjoining the pumping station and

alternating filters erected to overcome to some degree

the frequent filthiness of the river water. The com

pany requiring more room for storage purposes, a 36-

inch main was extended on the canal bed, from a point

facing the canal below the bridge, which carried water

to the forebay at the machine shop, and pumping sta

tion, while another of similar size ran from the fore-

bay in front of No. 5 furnace and extended to the tur

bines opposite No. 1 ; the feeder canal was then aband

oned and filled in, giving the company large storage

space in front of the furnaces.

All the town gutters and refuse from manufac

turing places north of Bridge street drained into the

canal, the surface of which frequently presented mys

terious compositions.

For many years the revenues of the water system

were not given close attention, and reverses coming

to the Crane Iron Co., the receiver made overtures to

the original owners, and the water and land rights,

with some reservations, passed from control of the

company back to the Navigation Company and also to

the Clear Springs Water Co., which had secured char

ters for all the surrounding country.

Council then reduced the number of fire hydrants

to twenty-three, owing to the demands of the new
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regulations and when in January, 1908, the rates to

consumers were announced, many discontinued the

use of the water. The Fire and Water Committee hav

ing been directed to make an investigation and report

cost of establishing a municipal plant, a public meet

ing was called in the Town Hall, Thursday, July 23,

when it was proposed to ask the tax-payers for a loan

of $80,000 to sink wells, and proceed with the erection

of a new municipal system. By unanimous direction

of Council it was submitted to the tax-payers at the

November election, which resulted in polling 776 votes

in favor to 74 against.

Two artesian wells were sunk upon a tract of land,

designated by a geologist sent by the State Board of

Health, at Walnut and St. John streets, just east

of the Catasauqua creek. The success of the first well

demonstrated the wisdom of the designated spot and

the second well was equally satisfactory. The wells

are about 200 feet deep, steel cased that depth, and are

10 inches in diameter. They were both tested by air

lifts for seven days and nights and the supply of

water was pronounced inexhaustible, the strata of

sandstone having been pierced the entire depth. The

State Board certified that it was perfectly pure ;

and by practical tests at the boilers of the plant it

was found free from lime sediments.

The Water Committee investigated other plants and

asked experienced engineers to come to Catasauqua,

view the location and prepare plans for a municipal

plant. Dr. C. J. Keim was then serving as burgess,

with Councilmen Henry W. Stolz, Alfred J. Leh and

Martin Graver from the First Ward, and Thomas

Jones, Wm. McCandless and Oscar Shugar from the

Second Ward, all favorable to new municipal water

works. Detailed plans and specifications were formal

ly adopted, and the sale of the water bonds for $80,000

at 4% was advertised. George H. Hardner, the well-

known successful contractor of Allentown, became the
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contractor, and the sale was made, three-fourths of the

issue having been taken by residents of the borough.

Work was started in March, 1910, and completed the

following October.

Two equity suits were instituted by the Clear

Springs Water Co. to restrain the Borough from pro

ceeding to establish the water works, but the Court

dismissed both bills, deciding that their vested rights

were not injured.

Pumping Station—The pumping station is a brick

fire-proof building, with concrete foundations and

floors, structural, steel and slate roof, with ample pro

portions for duplicating the present plant. The

engine and compressor room is 50 feet wide by 60 feet

long, and boiler room, 50 by 50 feet, with fuel space

for more than 100 tons. These rooms are well lighted,

provided with fire-proof partitions and furnished

throughout in a neat and substantial manner. The

chimney is constructed of brick lining 5 feet square

inside and 100 feet high, on concrete foundation.

In the boiler room there is a battery of two high-

pressure tubular boilers, of 100 to 125 horse power

each, set in masonry in the most substantial manner

and with connections made to pumping machinery.

In the engine room there are two air compressors of

the Ingersoll-Rand most improved type, made to oper

ate condensing, either or both together, through air

receiver to air-lift system, with discharge from wells

into storage reservoir; also the two large Piatt cross

compound horizontal crank and fly-wheel pumping

engine, with condenser, of combined daily capacity of

two million gallons, made to operate, either or both

together, with suction from storage reservoir and de

livery to system of water mains.

The storage reservoir is 72 feet in diameter and 14

feet 6 inches deep, having a capacity of 366,000 gal

lons; made of brick concrete and steel construction,

with roof of cement tiling, and ventilator screened and
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protected from all impurities, which makes it a most

fitting receptical for storage of water, direct from the

wells. The large pumping engines, with suction from

this reservoir, deliver the water through the system of

water mains and tower to the people.

Water Tower—The water tower is located on the

hill, near Sixth street and Howertown Road, North

Catasauqua. It is of fine proportions, with steel

standpipe, 15 feet in diameter and 80 feet high, rest

ing on brick sub-structure with stone trimmings, rein

forced at the top with heavy eye beams. This sub

structure is on octagonal foundation of concrete, 30

feet in diameter. The standpipe is connected through

the sub-structure with main and drain pipes and

valves placed so that the tower may be used with the

system or not, as may be desired. The reservoir af

fords the city a storage of about one-half-million gal

lons of water for use in an emergency and as a re

serve, additional to the capacity of the plant, should

there be a serious conflagration.

The weight of the standpipe and its contents on sub

structure and foundation when filled is about 700

tons. It was erected by the McDermott Co., Allen-

town.

Water Mains—The system of water mains, ranging

from 16 inches to 6 inches in diameter, with but few

laterals of 4 inch pipe, in all about seven miles, laid in

the principal streets of the borough.

There have been located at the street corners thirty-

five Matthews type hydrants, with 6-inch base con

nections and two 2y2 inch nozzles for hose and one 4

inch nozzle for steamer to each hydrant. This system

is divided into 63 districts, any and all of which may

be shut off as desired. In case of repairs, but one

square of patrons will be inconvenienced for a short

time.

From the pumping station on Walnut street to

Fifth, a 16-inch artery carries the water; on Currant
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alley, from Walnut a 12-inch main supplies the stand

pipe 12-inch main from Fifth to Front on Walnut ; 8-

inch pipe on Front to Union, then 6-inch to Race

then 8-inch to Wahnetah, 4-inch across the canal and

Central R. R. to the Castings Co. Works, where four

plugs secure lower rate of insurance ; 6-inch main en

tire length of Second ; 10-inch main on Fifth ; 8-inch

on Howertown Road to Union; 10-inch on Union to

Front; 6-inch mains on Third, Fourth, Bridge, Mul

berry, Race and American streets; 4-inch on Pine,

Kurtz, Church, Peach, Wood ; in all about seven miles

in length. In case a fire occurs in the lower portion of

the town, mains on American street, Howertown Road,

Second and Front streets furnish a constant flow.

Thomas Jones is worthy of special mention in the

establishment of this necessary improvement for the

public welfare. He came to Catasauqua in 1853 and

assisted in laying the water pipe in 1854. For many

years he was employed as a machinist at the Crane

Iron Works ; then he became master mechanic of the

Catasauqua & Fogelsville R. R. under its superintend

ent, John Thomas, which position he held until the

road was acquired by the P. & R. R. Co. He served in

town council from 1884 to 1889 ; officiated as Burgess

from 1889 to 1891 ; and again served in the town coun

cil since 1908, while this improvement was being es

tablished.

Edmund Randall, the publisher of the Catasauqua

Dispatch, is equally worthy of mention for his con

tinuous and persistent advocacy of this necessary im

provement and its ownership by the borough.

Post Office—For twelve years after this settle

ment was started, the hamlet was called " Craneville, "

after George Crane of Wales who was the owner of

Iron Works where David Thomas was employed before

coming to this country. A post office was established

in 1844 at the lower part of town which for many

years was called "Biery's-Port;" and upon the ap


