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CHAPTER LII. 

WATER WORIKS. 

SECTION 1, That J. B. Lacoste and associates, par
ties of the first part, in order to supply the City of San 
Antonio, Texas, with water for fire protection, sanitary, 
public and domestic purposes, using the head of the San 
Antonio river, as a source of supply, do hereby agree and 
contract: 

1st. To erect on the land heretofore set a side by the 
city for the purposes of Water Works, the machinery and 
buildings necessary to accomplish the objects hereinafter 
set forth. 

2d. To start with a pipeage sys,tem from said source 
of supply to some point in the suburbs of said City of San 
Antonio, where the distrihqtion of water for fire purposes 
shall commence, and the water to be distributed so as 
to place the entire business portion of the city under fire 
protection; and on this line of distribution to place one 
hundred fire hydrants, the same to be located on the lines 
of the main pipes of said Water Works at such points with
in the limits of and along the curb lines of said city as 
may be decided by the City Council of said city, such lo
cations to be determined during or previous to the laying 
of pipes for supplying of said hydrants with water, and 
in such manner as to have one h;ydrant to every 250 feet 
of main pipe laid. 

3d. To lay and maint�in pipes, main conductors and 
aqueducts through and upon the streets, squares, lanes 
and alleys in said city, to erect and maintain all the neces
sary buildings, machinery and attachments of every d!3-
sciiiption necessary and proper for such works, and to 
supply the city with pure and wholesome water. 

4th. To erect from time to time, as the City Council 
ma1 demand, as many more hydrants as may be ca1lled 
for by said Council, the same to be located in the same 
manner as the afo11esaid one hundred fire hydrants; pro
vided, however, that these additional hydrants shall not 
be located more than 250 feet apart. 

5th. To furnish water free of charge (except for rent 
of hydrants) for washing and :flushing the gutters on such 
streets as are curbed and guttered, for sprinkling the 
streets where fire hydrants are rented, and for all purposes 
of the Fire Department, for filling cisterns and for sup-
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:plying such public fountains as th! city may establish ; 
�rovided, the same shall be kept closed in case 0f fke. 

6th. To g.uarantee that the said Water W01:ks shall 
be of the most draable material and first-class in aN re
spects, and capable 0f supplying at all times during the 
continuance of this contract, to the citizens of San Anto
nio, water to the a�ount of at least seventy-five gallons 
per individufi,l per day of twenty-four hours, also with 
sufficient pressure to raise the water to the highest build
ing of said city, and shall maintain s.aid supply of water 
in the pipes at all times, except it be in case of accident or 
to repair the said works, in which case such time as may 
be necessary shall be allowed for i;epairs ; and that said 
wor,ks shall be capable at any time in case of fire of throw
ing six (6) streams from the hy-dyants at 0ne time through 
fifty feet of two and one-hal.f mch h0se and 0ne inch noz-
4le, to the height of the highest bu�ding in said city. 

7th. That the entire Water Works, except the stor
age i;eservQir hel'ein�fter named, shal!l be c0mmenced within 
six months a.liter the �rl'ival of the i;aiikoad in said city, 
and completed wi,thin fi:fiteen months f:i;om and after tli.e 
3d day of Apr,ill., 1877. To ei;ect a st01:age J?efiervok 011 six 
aci;es of �110-qnd on the upper part of the Rack Quarries, 
which reservoir shall have a capacity of at least five mil
}ions of gallons, and to complete the same within tbe 
period 0f two yeal's fr0m and af:ter the ab0ve date, April 
3, 1877. The principal object of the construction of said 
Peservoil', being tp msure a i;egula11, SUl"e and adeq_uate 
f!Upply of watei; p.t all timesl and with sµfficient pressme
to :fullilil. aN i;eq_uirements in Cfi.Se of accident to mitc�nery 
pr the somce of power. 

8th. To supply water to pdvate consumers at � rate 
pot to e:Xceed five cents per hundfeq. gall0ns used, and if 
m�ters ai;e used the private c0nsumers ta pay J?e:p.,t of 
iµeter,. The pipes used i:q. the wor,ks to be made '0f cast 
ir0n. 
� · And the said City of San Antonio does hereby on its 
nart agree and contrq,ct as follows, viz : 

1st. To lease unto the said J. B. Lacoste and his as
f!OCi� tes, for the pur)lOSe of �aid storage reservoir, six 
acres of gpound on the upper 0r western pant of the Rpck 
Quarries, and a:j.so tp.e property at the head of the Upper 
Labor Ditch, heretofore set aside by the city for the pµr:
pose of WQ,ter Works, 0n which the µi.achinery an!1 puild
mgs above refer11ed to are to be erected, all of which lanq 
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is hereby leased to said Lacoste and his associates at the 
rate of five hundred dollars per annum, so long as this 
contract continues in force, said Lacoste and associates to 
have the right to raise the dam higher if the same does not 
interfere with private rights. 

2d. To grant and concede to the paTties of the first 
part the right and privilege for the purpose of laying pipes 
and making repairs of said works to enter upon any street, 
square, lane or alley under the control of the city ; to take 
up pavements or sidewalks on the same, and make such 
excavations therein as may be necessary to lay, keep and 
maintain pipes, etc., on said streets, squares, lanes and 
alleys, and to lay pipes on and across the bridges and cul
verts of the city for conducting and distributing the water 
as aforesaid; provided, said pavements or sidewalks shall 
be taken up and s�id excavations made in such manner as 
to give the least inconvenienc� to the inhabitants of said 
city, and the same shall be replaced or repaired in as good 
condjtion as before, with all convenient speed, and the 
city, besides making the above concessions, does also con
cede a right-of-way through all public grounds or places 
controlled by the city, free of cost to said Lacoste, and his 
associates, for all pi;pes, mains, conductors or aqueducts, 
necessary to be laid m obtaining water and conducting the 
same from the source of supply to the works, and thence 
to and throughout the city. 

3d. The said city further obligates itself not to grant 
to any other body of men, or person, during the continu
ance of this contract, the right to furnish water for fire 
hydrants or other public purposes. 

4th. The said city further agrees to pay said Lacoste 
' and his associates an annual rent for each of the one hun

dred fire hydrants first above mentioned, at the rate of one 
hundred dollars each per annum. In case more hydrants 
are constructed for the city, then the city shall pay for the 
second one hundred hydrants the annual rent of sixty 
dollars each, and for the third one hundred hyarants, the 
annual rent of fifty dollars each, and any other number 
of hydrants beyond three hundred that may be needed at 
such price as may be agreed upon 1>,r said city and Lacoste 
and his associates, not to exceed, however, the last above 
pientioned sum. All payments to be made in coin or 
United States currency, at the expiration of each three 
months from the date of the establishment of each of said 
hydrants in working order. 
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5th. To protect by an ordinance the works, fixtures, 
or other property belonging to said Water Works from 
interference, injury or carelessness on the part of the third 
persons. 

6th. To give to said Lacoste and associates the right 
to use from the City Rock Quarries all rock necessary to 
be used in the construction of said works. The said La
coste and associates agree further on their part to estab
lish a telegraph line for fire alarm and other purposes 
from the said works to the police headquarters, and to the 
various engine houses tb,roughout the city, free of cost to 
said city. By the word" l:\,Ssociates," above used, is meant 
si;ich persons as said Lacoste may see fit to join with him. 
This contract shall subsist for a period of twenty-five 
years from the completion of tbe said works, at the end 
of which time the city shall have a right to buy the works at 
an appraised value. But if the city does not buy at the 
end of twenty-five yeal!'s, the contract shall run until the 
works are finally purchased, and the right tq purchase the 
same shall enure to the city every five years thereafter 
after giving twelve months' notice. It is agreed further 
by the parties to this contract, that the signature of J. B. 
Lacoste to this contract shall be sufficient for the parties 
of the first part. And it is hereby specially provided that 
should the parties of the first part at any time fail to per
form faithfully the several obligations entered into by 
t];lem in the agreement, they shall then forfeit and lose the 
rights and franchises herein granted to them by the City 
of San Antonio. 

CHAPTER LID. 
WEIGHER-PUBLIO. 

SEOTION 1. That the office of Public Weigher of the 
City of San Antonio is �ere by created as provided by sec
tion 80 of the City Charter, and that the Maym, by and 
with the consent of the City Council, shall appoint some 
suitable person to perform the duties of the office. 

SEO. 2. The standard of weights and measures used 
in the City of San Antonio shall be conformable to those 
established by law. 

SEO. 3. The person appointed City Public Weigher, 
shall take the oath of office prescribed by law, and shall 
give a bond in the sum of two hundred dollars, payable 




