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shall have all the force and authority in every respect of a tax

bill for a tax voted at any regular meeting of said fire district

called for that purpose.

Sec. 12. This act shall be under the control of future

legislatures to alter, amend or repeal as the public good may

require.

Approved November 23, 1896.

Section

5. Description to be filed with town clerk.

6. Damages, how awarded.

7. Bond issue authorized.

8. Subscription to capital stock.

9. Directors ; other officers.

10. Subject to future legislation.

No. 198.—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE NORWICH

AQUEDUCT COMPANY.

Section

1. Corporators; corporate name, purpose

and powers.

2. First meeting ; other meetings; powers

of corporation at said meetings.

3. Limit of real aud personal property to

be held.

4. Power to acquire water rights and con

vey water.

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of

Vermont :

Sect1on 1. Byron E. Lewin, WilmerS. Bowles, David W.

Stewart, Fred W. Hawley and Sidney J. Davis, all of Norwich

in the county of Windsor, and their associates and successors are

hereby constituted a body corporate by the name of the Norwich

Aqueduct Company for the purpose of furnishing to the citizens

of Norwich and vicinity a supply of water for the extinguish

ment of fires, and for domestic, sanitary and other purposes ;

and in that name may sue and be sued, and to have all the

powers and privileges and be subject to all the duties, restric

tions, and liabilities set forth in the general laws which now, or

hereafter, may be in force regulating such corporations.

Sec. 2. Any three of said corporators may call the first

meeting of the corporation, to be held in the village of Norwich

at such time and place as they shall appoint, by publishing a

notice thereof in a newspaper published in the locality of said

village of Norwich, at least seven days prior to said meeting,

for the purpose of choosing such officers as may be deemed

necessary ; and said corporation at any meeting legally warned

may make, alter, and repeal, such by-laws rules and regulations,

as may be deemed necessary, not repugnant to the laws of this

state, and may fix the amount of their capital stock, which shall

not be less than one thousand dollars, to an amount sufficient to

carry out the purposes of their incorporation not to exceed ten
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thousand dollars ; divide the same into shares of one hundred

dollars each, which shall be fully paid up and non-assessable,

and provide for the sale and transfer of the same, and may fix

the rate of rents and the same alter at pleasure, and shall have

the .power to sue for and collect said water rents when neces

sary.

Sec. 3. Said corporation may hold real and personal prop

erty not exceeding fifty thousand dollars in value.

Sec. 4. Said corporation may, for the purposes set forth in

this act, take by purchase or otherwise the waters from any

spring or springs, brook or streams, within said town of Nor

wich or so much of the above mentioned waters thereof as may

be necessary for the supplying of said Norwich village in said

town ; and may also take by purchase or otherwise the water

rights connected with such water sources ; and also all the lands,

rights of way, and easements necessary for the holding and pre

serving of such water, and for the conveying of the same to any

part of said town, and may erect, or cause to be erected on the

lands thus taken or held proper dams, or buildings, fixtures, and

other structures, and provide such other means and appliances

as may be necessary for the establishment and maintenance of

complete and effective water works ; and may construct and lay

down conduits, pipes and other works, under and over any

lands, water courses, railroads, and other public and private

ways, and along any such ways in such manner as not unneces

sarily to obstruct the same, and for the purposes of constructing

and maintaining and keeping in repair such conduits, pipes, and

other works, and for all proper purposes of this act said corpora

tion may dig up any such lands, and, under the direction of the

board of selectmen of said town in which such ways are situated,

may enter upon and dig up such ways in such manner as to cause

the least hindrance to the public travel on such ways.

Sec. 5. Said corporation shall within sixty days after tak

ing of any lands, rights of way, water rights, water sources, or

easements, as aforesaid, other than by purchase, file, and cause

to be recorded in the town clerk's office of said Norwich a

description thereof sufficiently accurate for identification, with

a statement of the purposes for which the same were taken, and

the amount of damages awarded or tendered for such taking,

signed by the president of said corporation.

Sec. 6. Said corporation, before entering upon any lands or

taking any springs, waters, water rights, rights of way, or ease

ments, as aforesaid, otherwise than by purchase or agreement with

the owner or owners thereof, shall apply by petition to the Wind

sor county court, or to the assistant judges of said county court

for an assessment or award of damages of such proposed entry or

taking, which said petition, with a notice of the time and place
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of hearing thereon by said court or judges, shall be served upon

the owner or owners of said lands, springs, waters, water rights,

rights of way, or easements, by copy, at least six days before

the time set for hearing. And the said court or judges shall

appoint three disinterested commissioners to view the premises,

to decide upon the necessity and propriety of taking said lands,

springs, waters, water rights, rights of way, or easements, and

assess the damages, who shall give notice to the parties of the

time when they will make their investigation, and the time and

place when and where they will hear the parties ; and on the

report of said commissioners, the court or judges shall takesuch

action as they may deem proper ; and if the tribunal applied to

is the said court, judgment shall be rendered on the report,

and execution shall be issued in the usual way for any damages

or costs that may be awarded by the court. But if application

is made to the assistant judges of the county court, as aforesaid,

their approval of and decision upon, the report of the commis

sioners shall be made to Windsor county court which shall have

the same powers as when the commissioners were appointed by

the judges. But this act shall not be construed so as to allow

said corporation to enter upon or take any lands, springs, waters,

water rights, rights of way, or easements, otherwise than by pur

chase or agreement, until all damages and costs are ascertained,

and paid or tendered. But the corporation shall not take, other

wise than by gift, devise or purchase, water or a spring of water,

which the owner, lessee or other person having a vested right

or interest therein, or to the use thereof, may require for reason

able domestic and agricultural purposes, or for watering stock.

Sec. 7. Said corporation may at any time issue bonds and

secure them by mortgage on its franchise and other property to

an amount not to exceed two-thirds of its capital stock.

Sec. 8. The persons named in the first section of this act,

or a major part of them, may open books to receive subscrip

tions for the capital stock of said corporation at such times and

places as they or a majority of them shall direct, and shall give

such notice of the times and places of opening such books as

they may deem reasonable, and shall receive such subscriptions

under such regulations as they may adopt for the purpose.

Sec. 9. The government and direction of said corporation

shall be vested in a board of not less than three nor more than

seven directors, who shall be chosen by the stockholders of said

corporation, each share being entitled to one vote, and a major

ity of said directors shall constitute a quorum ; said directors

shall hold their offices for the term of one year or until their

successors are duly elected ; and the directors shall elect one of

their number to be president of their board, who shall also be

president of said corporation ; they shall also elect a secretary
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and treasurer, which treasurer shall give bonds with surety to

the satisfaction of said corporation for the faithful discharge of

his trust. No person shall be eligible to the office of director

who is not a stockholder of said corporation.

Sec. 1o. This act shall be subject to future legislation to

amend, alter or repeal as the public good may require, and shall

take effect from its passage.

Approved November 18, 1896.

No. 199.—AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF AN ACT AP

PROVED NOVEMBER 23, 1874, ENTITLED AN ACT

IN AMENDMENT OF AN ACT TO INCORPORATE

THE ST. JOHNSBURY AQUEDUCT COMPANY, AP

PROVED NOVEMBER 21, 1859.

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of

Vermont :

Sect1on 1. Section one of Act No. 125, approved Novem

ber 23, 1874, is hereby amended so as to read as follows :

The said St. Johnsbury Aqueduct Company may take and

hold real and personal estate not exceeding two hundred thou

sand dollars in value.

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect from its passage.

Approved November 11, 1896.

No. 200.—AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE BENSON

AND PUTNAM RAILROAD COMPANY.

Sect1on

1. Corporate name, purpose and rights.

2. Capital stock.

3. Commissioners to receive subscriptions;

books, when and where opened.

4. Preliminary surveys.

5. Directors.

6. Road located, provisions concerning

record of route in town clerk's office.

Sect1on

7. Right to contract with other roads ;

other powers.

8. Limitation as to commencement and

completion ofthe road.

9. Benson authorized to aid road.

10. When to take effect ; subject to future

legislation.

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of

Vermont -

Sect1on 1. Geo. A. Westbrook and Charles F. Leonard,

their associates and successors, are hereby constituted a body


