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WEALTHY DENVER PIONEER

DIES ALONE IN HOTEL ROOM

EJoth Relthman 89, Built Second House in Clty

And First BaKery—He Made Fortune in Real
Estate When Colorado Was Wllderness

. John J B.elthman, 89 ye'u's old ploneer, who built thc scc-.

{ond louse in Denver, established the first bakery in the Rocky
| Mountain region and created a fortune for himself by acquiring
|rcal estate as a city, was developed from the wlldcrness. dicd alone
{in his room at the Tours hotel dulmg the carly mommg hours, ,

| Baturday.

Coming unexpectedly, the “death ] other  inhs il'“n'ﬂ‘* of the _Cnited
i States of America and lands beyond
ca:.t a deep shadow over the m'u'rl 154 the sea, had taken an active and Leon "

, (eatl\ltiea of a beloved nlccc.‘,' \"55 interest in the DempseyTunucy fight,
{'Grace Tucker, 660 Dctrojt street, sct Breaking n fixed habit of going to bed

for high noon Saturda. - “.Hat an early hour Thursday night, Mr,
Mr ‘Rlethmann, Mlke mmions oi -« (Turn to-Page 4 —Col. 3.
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'RICH PIONEER OF
~ DENVER, 15 DEAD

T N ) ’ -
(Contluucd From Page One.)
Ricthmann bad sat in the lobbhy of

the Touts hotel, Nstening to vetyrns

and discussing the: werlts of the ‘Con-
testants with Mre. and Mes. AL W,
Krause, proprietors of the hotel,

ST bet my Inst cont, if T had one,
on Tunney,” he had told Keause, and
when ‘Tunney  was vieter he  had
tithen the celevator and gone  chueke
How to his roomn, )

Friday  he continued in a cheerful
mooed, wnd when in the evening he
sald “Good night” to his friends of
meore than twenty years they had ex-
pected to sce him Saturday meorning
as urual,

MADE U1 OWN -, ' .
BED DAILY. o,

Noting an inercasingg feebleness in
Ricthmunn's carpiage, Krause had or-
dered the chambermald to knoek at
hs  door the  first  thing In  the
morning, '

“He wouldn’t allow iy one but him-
self to make up his bed,” Krause exe.
plained, ’ o

Saturday morning, recelving npo an-
swer to her repeated knocks, the mald
informed Krause and the door was
forced,  Fually dressed as tho he had

Jdecided te rest before tarninig in for

the nizht, Ricthmann was found dead
and his brother, George Ricthmann of
3809 Sherldlan boulevard.  and  a
nephew, John Milhebm, 1335 Peansyl-
vanfi strect, were notiffed,

Born in Laussane, 8w itzeviand, in
1834, Riethmunn came te this country
as i lad and with his’ parents, set-
tled In Indiana.  From there he struck
out for himsel? jn 1855 and traveling
westward by covered wagon arrived
on the site now known as Denver,
Thanksgiving day, Nov, 36, 1838,

A few huts and tents dotted the
wide open s=paces on the west bank
of Cherry creek; beyoud was desert,
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JOIN J.°RIETIIMANN,

Indians and the wild plains, .

So jmpressed was hie with what ke
saw that young Riethmann returned to
Indiana almost mmediately and dis-
posed of bis interests there and re-
turned to Colorado. '
DBUILT HOME NEAR
STOCKYARDS,

“Phe sccond real hous built in this
reglon was arected by Riethmann for
his home, 400 feet from what Is now
the entrance to the Union stockyards,

Population was plehing up and since
bread formg a greater part of man's
tood, Rlethmann established a bakery,
imported flour In wagon Jots from the
nearest trading stition and began to
save the dimes and quarters that later




were tlxﬁled into (loii;\rs.' As one of |

the founders of the German National
bank, later defunct, Riethmunn be-
came a ploneer capitalist but lost a
sreat part of his fortune \\‘hcn the
institution fatled.

\ One by one, members of his famlily
Massed away until at last he gatheved
together the most precivus of his pere
sonitl poss=essions and when the Tours
hotel opened twenty years ago, Rh.th-
mann was §ts first patron.

“A man of few words and quiet hab.
{15, he maintained his poutine, refuscd
to talk aboup himself or the part he
had played in the winning of the west,
cherished the friends of other days.,
i grieved silently as one by one they
passal over the great sdivide, leaving
him move and more lonely, and-at
lust came to the long sleep, as for the
last twenty years he had lived, alon»
and untended. -




